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O describe a certain class of the community asthe “ Salt 
of the Earth ” has become almost a commonplace, 
and we might hesitate to apply the term to the country 
builder but for the fact that this fine, round old pbrase fits 
exactly the character of the type of man we have in mind. 
His life is served in the peaceful setting of fields, woodlands 
and quiet towns and villages. He has learned from A to Z 
the craft and cunning needed for building the apparently 
simple structure, within which are the numerous pitfalls 
that would trap the unskilful and unwary. He lives by 
the side of his work, and is in no mood for sowing the 
seeds of disaster by careless or fraudulent work. 


That is the sort of man we like to think of as the builder 
of the rural cottages we are about to commence all over the 
countryside. By the measure of a few months of the 
contract term we do not expect him to compete with 
“Forked Lightning Buildings, Ltd.” complete with one 
financier, one bronze plate upon recently acquired Regis- 
tered Offices, and a supply of optimism tbat before the 
contract is signed sufficient pieceworkers will be found to 
do the real job sufficiently well forthe firm to get away from 
it as quickly as possible after the last door has been eased. 
We do know, however, that by the measure of long-term 
economy, his work offers a better bargain for the public. 


In what shape is the country builder, at the moment, to 
enter upon this field of activity? Without exception 
the answer is the same all over the country: “In very 
poor shape indeed.” He has been trying for five or six 
years to keep a long list of customers happy with a rapidly 
dwindling staff and has spent long evening bours, after he 
bas put away his bag of tools, to which he has taken again 
after years of disuse, filling in forms for the scraps of wood 
he has been able to collect for the patcbing up of ancient 
farm buildings, cottages and country bouses. He has 
seen his young men go to the wars, and the boys who would 
be coming to him to learn their trade going into war 
factories until their call-up time arrives. Recently, all but 
the semi-cripples have been taken away to London for 
war damage repair. 


If be is granted a supply of labour for building essential 
work, such as the housing schemes, he has to take the risk 
of receiving men who have succeeded under war-time 
conditions in establishing their position as alleged craftsmen 
by the mere possession of a saw and acarpet bag. In such 
a shape is he called upon to make a firm offer for the building 
of cottages in larger numbers, probably, than he has ever 
undertaken before at one time. 

There is a serious risk that the class of builder we have 
in mind may be frozen out of the building programme, 
and we view the prospect with grave alarm. Nothing but 
firm and prompt action can save the situation if, indeed, 
some part ofit is not already lost. The release of key men in 
the building industry is already overdue, and of those we 


regard the tried and trusted staffs of the country builders 
as ranking very high. 

But the problem has its even more important long-term 
aspect. Even though the men returned to their jobs with 
more expedition than we can really hope for, there would 
still remain a threat to the future of country craftsman- 
ship. There are a number of causes, of which the pre-war 
drift from country to town and the raising of the school- 
leaving age are the most obvious and perhaps the most 
serious. The first of these is symptomatic of the evil days 
upon which agriculture had fallen, and we may reasonably 
expect it to be checked by the better prospects which 
farmers may now entertain without undue optimism. But 
more will have to be done than await natural processes. 
Efforts must be made to make life in the country a little 
more stimulating to young people. 

The raising of the school-leaving age and the general 
broadening of the educational basis in the country is a 
movement which we all applaud, and against which no 
man of goodwill would wish to raise up any obstacle. But 
the fact must be faced that the age at which it is proposed 
to keep young people within the scholastic field is the age at 
which they take most kindly to the learning of a handi- 
craft. This incidence is of such importance for the future 
of building that it is with the greatest pleasure and approval 
that we read the Report of the Labour and Materials Sub- 
Committee of the Somerset County Council upon this very 
subject. It is printed elsewhere in this issue. 

One of the most telling points made in this admirable 
document is the stress laid upon the dependence on the 
building industry for the implementing of the social 
reforms to which we are already committed, including 
education and housing. Very easily could this inter- 
dependence become the full vicious circle, with the schools 
awaiting the premises, the premises the builders, and the 
builders the educational background and technical training 
the schools will have to offer. 

We feel that the constructive suggestions contained in 
this report, particularly in relation to apprenticeship and 
training in the building industry, deserve the fullest con- 
sideration. The suggestions amount, in effect, to.a definite 
plan,capable of almost immediate implementation, provided 
the difficulties of the moment can be overcome. These 
difficulties are almost entirely those of man-power which, 
with the easing of pressure which the end of the war in 
Europe has brought about, ought to be capable of a quick 
solution. of 

We look forward to the day, not delayed an instant longer 
than is unavoidable, when the country builder, re-equipped 
with a competent and familiar staff of skilled workers, 
can face the prospect of binding himself to a firm and com- 
petitive offer to carry out the pressing needs of building 
houses and schools without which none of our well-conceived 
theories can materialise. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Builder Awarded the V.C. 

Tue King has approved the award of 
the Victoria Cross to Lieut.-Col. Augustus 
Charles Newman, the Essex Regiment 
(attached Commandos), for his work in the 
raid on St. Nazaire, March 27-28, 1942. 
The official citation states: ‘‘ The out- 
standing gallantry and devotion to duty 
of this fearless officer, his brilliant leader- 
ship and initiative, were largely respon- 
sible for the success of this perilous 
operation, which resulted in heavy damage 
to the important naval base at St. 
Nazaire.”’ Col. Newman, before joining 
the Army, was a member of the staff of 
W. C. French, Ltd., builders and civil 
engineering contractors, of Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex. 

This is the second V.C. won by mem- 
bers of the building industry. In Novem- 
ber, 1942, Fit.-Sgt. Arthur Louis Aaron 
was posthumously decorated for his devo- 
tion to duty in a raid on Turin. Fit.-Sgt. 
Aaron was a second-year diploma student 
of the Leeds School of Architecture. 


Modern Building Tools. 

Tue first of a series of demonstrations 
of power-driven hand tools to be given by 
a mobile unit, which will tour the country 
will be opened by Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
Minister of Works, at 11.30 on Wednes- 
day, June 27, in a marquee on a bombed 
site in Watling-street, behind St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. The Lord Mayor of London 
has consented to preside at the opening. 
The first of the series of demonstrations 
will be given continuously between 12 noon 
and 8 p.m. from Wednesday, June 27, to 
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Centre for wounded ex-Servicemen and 

industrial workers has been set up at 

Egham, Surrey, and a weekly copy of The 

499 Builder is needed for the use of residents. 

504 We should be obliged if any reader willing 
to pass on his copy of the paper regularly 
when finished with would send us his 
name and address, when we should be 
happy to make the necessary arrange- 
ments, 


The Keeper of the Wallace Collection. 
In our report last week of the Ecclesio- 





Saturday, June 30. The 


logical Society’s annual meeting we attri- 


Gemonstention buted to Mr. H. L. Mann the post of 


unit will move from London to Notting- 
ham, where it will be open from July 11 
to July 14- inclusive, and then to Leeds, 
where it will be open from July 25 to 
July 28. A programme is being arranged 
to include a number of other towns in 
England, Scotland, and Wales. 


“* Fees and Delays.” 

REFERRING to our leading article on the 
above subject in our issue for June 8, Mr. 
C. D. Spragg, Secretary of the R.I.B.A., 
writes to point out that the scale of charges 
has been altered recently by providing for 
intermediate stages between the sketch- 
og stage and the working-drawing stage 
or the payment of fees. 

Lancashire County Architect. 

Mr. G. Noet Hu, A.R.1.B.A., Man- 
chester City Architect, has been ap- 
nointed Lancashire County Architect. The 


Keeper of the Wallace Collection. The 
Keeper is, of course, Mr. J. G. Mann. 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrks. Drivers, Jonas AnD Co. 
announce that Mr. William T. Bishop, 
F.S.I., formerly with Messrs. Clutton, and 
Captain Philip G. Jonas, M.C., P.A.S.L, 
A.A.I. (at present on active service), have 
become partners in the firm. 

It is of interest that this is the 220th 
anniversary of the foundation of the firm, 
and that for only one brief period in its 
history has there been a partner from out- 
side the family. 

Owing to changes of address due to the 
war, Messrs. Jacksons, quantity surveyors, 
Charlotte-street, Bristol, 1, are very short 
of trade catalogues, and would welcome 
copies of any available catalogues for 
reference and inquiry purposes. 


MR. HENRY T. HOLLOWAY (Knight-Designate). 
From a painting executed for the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors by Mr. James Gunn. The portrait 
was presented to Mr. Holloway on May I5 to mark his 

election as President for the sixth successive year. 


BIRTHDAY HONOURS 


Tue Birthday Honours List announced last week contains the 
news that knighthoods are conferred on Mr. Henry T. Holloway, 
President of the Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors, 
Chairman, Uniformity Joint Board, Building and Civil Engineer- 
ing Industries, and director of Holloway Bros., Ltd., building 
and civil engineering contractors; and Mr. John W. Gibson, 
director of Pauling & Co., civil engineers, who played a large 
part in the planning of ‘‘ Mulberry.’? We offer them warmest 
congratulations, as also to Mr. H. H. Montgomerie, principal 
assistant secretary, Ministry of Works, on the award of the C.B. 

The O.B.E. is conferred on Mr. A. H. Adamson, F.I.0.B. ; 
Mr. W. C. Andrews (Director Aircraft Production Factories, 
M.o.W.); Mr. R. G. Baxter (Borough Engineer, Southend-on- 
Sea); Mr. S. A. Findlay (Borough Engineer, Poplar); Mr. 
W. H. Gimsen (Borough Engineer, Woolwich); Mr. C. Kennard, 
Mr. R. S. Murt (Staffs County Surveyor); Ald. T. Jenkins, 
F.R.1.B.A.; and Mr. L. E, J. Reynolds (War Damage Officer, 
Borough Engineer, Ilford). 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, June 21, 1845. 

WE stated a few weeks since that a deputation from the Com- 
mittee appointed to carry into effect the object of providing public 
parks and places of recreation in Manchester had waited upon the 
premier with the view of obtaining a grant from Government in 
aid of their design. Sir Robert Peel then offered the sum of 
Z,000/., which the deputation felt. bound to decline, as partaking 
of the character of an eleemosynary dole rather than being a 
liberal and appropriate grant consistent with the importance of 
the object in view, and the relative position of the parties to it. 
A reconsideration of the matter has induced the committee, 
through the medium of the Mayor of Manchester, to address a 
letter to Sir Robert Peel in which they state that they think it 
their duty to accept the sum of 3,000/., but indulge in the hope 
that, it will be considered by Her Majesty’s ministers and by 
Parliament as a portion only of that assistance which a community 
like Manchester may reasonably seek at the hands of the Govern- 


ment... they state that the sum paid into the bank to the 

credit of the committee amounts to 27,409/. 2s. 11d. 

** This appeal failed to stir Sir Robert to further action. He gave 
direction for the issue of the £3,000, but “does not feel himself 

justified in giving any assurances on the subject of a further additional 


grant. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 


REMINISCENCES 
No. 7 


By W. G. NEWTON 


een eS) 


REMINISCENCE would seem to fall into 
two kinds: one is the ‘‘ Don’t you 
remember?” of Mr. Justice Shallow, 
addressed to those who share the 
memories, and liable to Falstaff’s 
comment, “Lord, Lord, how subject we 
old men are to this vice of lying”; the 
other is a quite personal “I remember” 
(or “half remember’) what may be of 
no interest to others, though to the 
writer himself it may be a little excit- 
ing to go, like Conrad, in quest of his 
youth. 

Does one remember the past? Some 
would seem to do so. How vivid is the 
recollection of scenes and scents and 
emotions in Compton Mackenzie’s 
‘‘Sinister Street’? or Siegfried 
Sassoon’s ‘‘ Weald of Youth.” To myself the past is much 
more nebulous. I can perhaps recall happenings in general 
outline, but most of the impact is blurred. Even stark 
war experiences—seeing and hearing the earliest tank go 
tinkling down the road in a September dusk behind High 
Wood, or marching in retreat in the moon-bright nights of 
March, 1918, while dark ridges sparkled with burning stores 
and huts—even these and a hundred others of the time are 
only recalled by a conscious effort. And even more are the 
years before blanketed by the seismic experiences of war. 
But at various times I have kept a journal. These pages 
can lead me back, half remembering, half incredulous, to 
student days 35 years and more ago. But the young man 
I find there is half a stranger, and I think I should write 
of him in the third person. 

This young man, then, after a longish spell of education in 
the classics and philosophy and ancient history, left Oxford 
in the summer of 1908 to come to London and begin to learn 
what architecture was about. Of course he had heard about 
it from his father, and often seen him at work on one of 
those swiftly drawn sketch-plans in writing ink on thin 
tracing-paper on the drawing-table at home, pocked with 
the burns of extinguished cigarettes. But now he had to 
investigate it for himself. 

I think it may be said that almost all his teachers for 
the last nine years had been indifferent to, or at least quite 
dumb about, what was beautiful. The true and the good 
had been endlessly the theme both of teaching and exhorta- 
tion. But the third member of that trinity had had scant 
notice. Ancient poets were studied from the point of view 
of their metre or grammar or historical allusions rather 
than as writers of poetry (though there was one chorus of 
Sophocles normally approved as poetic); ancient history 
barely glanced at the temples or sculpture of Hellas, and not 
at all at the town-planning of Ionia or the weighty splen- 
dour of Roman building from the Rhone to the Euphrates. 
All the emphasis hitherto had been on conduct and service, 
and none on that filling of a void which in its various 
guises may be called “creation.” This was the bias of his 
education and this was the outlook of his friends. So that 
the change over from a world in which theory and argu- 
ment and the moulding of policies and other men’s lives 
had all the prestige to the routine of a London office and a 
drawing-board and the full-size details of a sash-window 
was for a time somewhat bewildering. 

I think that was partly why a wise and very patient 
father seems to have been always encouraging hir to be 
up and about and see and study on his own account, and 
as it were school hig muscles to the new form of exercise. 
So that within a year or two I find him in Berlin, in 
Verona, on a bicycle looking for brickwork in East Anglia, 
measuring in Tewkesbury Abbey, walking from Dover to 
Gravesend, and in Somerset, and from Dieppe to Vernon, 
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LES ANDELYS 1910. From a Watercolour by William G. Newton. 


and spending a Christmas in Rome. Those were the days 
when a passport was a sort of £5 note on which Edward 
Grey requested all and sundry to treat one kindly; and 
there was seldom any occasion io test the efficacy of the 
request. None thought evil, anyhow, of an Englishman. 
It was 15 years later than the times we are writing of that, 
two innocent Englishmen (travelling indeed with a bishop 
*‘emeritus,”’ but he was not with them at the time) were 
arrested at Grenoble for walking on what appeared to be 
an ill-kept football ground, and marched ignominiously 
under a guard with steel helmets and fixed bayonets to the 
Hotel de Ville, where they waited two hours for the Police 
Commissioner to finish his dinner, and were then allowed 
to go home (the Commissioner was particularly impressed 
by the R.I.B.A. card for travelling students and its multi- 
lingual recommendations): by which time it was too late 
for the poor guard to get back to their mess in barracks, so 
that the prisoners gave them a pourboire to spend in the 
canteen—and not go hungry to bed. I suspect that H. W. 
has a richer version of this incident: he has a very fertile 
memory. 


Verona. 


But 35 years ago suspicion and evil-thinking and hatred 
had not yet been sown in Europe by memories of invasion 
and oppression; and after three months of office life our 
young student was happy to spend a few weeks in North 
Italy. An Oxford friend was tutoring in Verona and had 
managed to arrange a lodging, a bed-sitting room with 
tiled floor, and a charcoal] brazier for the winter nights. 
There was a water-closet in the lumber-room where a tame 
owl would quizzically blink at the morning office. The 
bedroom wall which faced the river was rosy with the level 
sun at eight in the morning. Here in Verona was a long 
procession of the centuries, and in the bright winter sun- 
light (the shadows still hoar-frost) with industry and a 
delight tempered with criticism, he studied and measured 
and sketched thinly with a hard pencil—in the manner but 
without the rich decisiveness of Gerald Horsley—the Roman 
amphitheatre, the Scaliger bridge (one of the great monu- 
ments of military architecture), San Zeno (all rusty stone 
and bronze without, and within the green and black and 
shiplike barrel of the timber ceiling), and the bony Can 
Grande tombs, and La Loggia (demure and faded, white 
marble and blue and gold, in the shadow of the early day 
that smelt of damp plaster and roasting coffee and distant 
drains); and many churches and campaniles and the San 
Michele gateways. For the rich formality of the mature 
renaissance his sympathies were not yet in tune. And 
he would draw out his work of an evening in his tiled 
bleak bedroom, wrapped in a second pair of trousers and a 
rug, with his feet on a footstool and the charcoal brazier 
at his elbow. 
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THE TITE PRIZE, 1911. Mr. W. G. Newton’s ‘‘ Hon. ‘Mention ”’ walk 
Design for a Campo Santo on an Island by a Lake. 


Of a few days spent in a Venice mostly rain-shrouded 
(a snowstorm one night, an’ earthquake another) one 
remains particularly vivid, a sunny voyage by gondola to 
Torcello, remote and withdrawn beyond flat miles of water, 
and all about the empty levels sunbright groups of build- 
ings sit like gulls. Memorable, too, a January Sunday on 

- and about Garda Lake—up at four in the frosty darkness, 
by train to Peschiera, by zig-zag steamer up the lake: a 
voyage that began with the morning star lit like a lantern 
on a hill top and ended at Limone, the village of lemons, 
that faced the noon sun: thence the long walk down the 
western shore, and Tremosyne, precipitous above the waters: 
see those two black-suited figures in a chair slung from a 
wire slowly sailing upwards through the limpid air counter- 
balanced by a water-cask; the rugged road drops to oak 
trees and rises to vineyard terraces: a cow is caught for 
a drink of milk: and how silent the world as night came 
on again and the shadowy road was barred black and white 
under the moon like a piano keyboard, and the loudest 
sound when the walkers stopped to listen was a distant 
bark no louder than the cough of a grasshopper, and the 
splash: of a tossed stone in the lake below was not heard 
for twelve seconds. 


Beresford Pite and Lethaby. 

And so he went back to the well-wrapped orderliness of 
Kensington, the wiping of feet and the wearing of gloves, 
and the office routine and the mild weekly adventure of 
his boys’ club in Bermondsey. But he was off again in 
May, bicycling about East Anglia in search of brickwork 
for the A.A. Essay. Now he is using a softer pencil, and his 
sketches are rather like darning wool. But the Royal 
College of Art will better this. Here he is under Beresford 
Pite, scintillating, perverse, ironical; and near by is an 
old friend in Lethaby, that wise head that kept on wonder- 
ing about things. And here were men of his own genera- 
tion to measure against, all abler at drawing and revealers 
of subtleties of form and colour. 

Still that insistent whisper of public service is in his ear, 
and he enrols in the Artists Rifles, four years before the 
war began—not that he foresaw it more clearly than his 
elders. Here he had a taste of that open-air companionship 
seasoned with ribaldry and laughter which was at the time 
most suitable for him. For he was in danger of growing 
a trifle precious and priggish; and the “Damn your eyes, 
get a move on,” and the beer and bawdry and good fellow. 
ship were a timely new ingredient in his circumstance. 

There he is at Easter-time walking again, with pack on his 
back and two friends, in Somerset—Wells and Flminster, 
the bishop’s Huish and Kingsbury, Montacute and Brymp- 
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ton d’Arcy, and round the Quantocks 
to Minehead. And here is a_ pale- 
green newspaper cutting stuck in the 
journal’s pages: a prize, or a third of 
a prize, in one of the old Westminster 
Gazette competitions, for a version of 
a French poem about railway trains: 


“Oh, my heart’s with the wet trains 
as they ride 
Tnder the sky in the countryside.” 


London Pageant. 

On an early May morning the cries 
of the paper-seller come nearer and 
nearer: ‘‘ Death of the King... 
*dition . . 
So passes Edward the Seventh, whose 
appendicitis had caused such dis- 
appointment to a schoolboy hoping for 
a holiday to watch his Coronation pro- 
cession. Now the papers wrote up 
grief, the masterless terrier, and the 
charger’s empty riding-boots; and 
with a catch in the voice coined the 
phrase ‘‘ Queen-mother.” 

in the dappled shadows of Birdcage- 
there is movement and the 
marching by of scarlet and helmets, 
the flash of bayonet and medal: 
Lord Roberts in a _ taxi-cab, and 
Winston Churchill looking plump in the blue of a Privy 
Councillor (or is it as an elder brother of the Trinity ?): 
Household cavalry and the empty gun-carriage: and 
suddenly with a flutter of horses’ manes and a jingle of 
bits the roadway is full of the crowned heads of Europe 
—the new King, the Kaiser stiff and pale, the King of 
Spain, one with a lion-crested helmet, one with a square- 





THE TITE PRIZE, 1911. Mr. W. G. Newton’s “‘Skull Plan’’ 
of the Campo Santo. 
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cut white beard—the last cavalcade of old Europe. “A 
foreign-looking lot’ says a bystander. And behind comes 
the smooth roll of State landaus, wine-coloured and gold- 
wigged Hanoverian coachmen and footmen hanging by a 
strap behind; and within ladies wrapped in mourning, the 
young princes in naval kit, and Theodore Roosevelt, chat- 
_ting briskly, in white shirt and tails. In the evening 
skies Halley’s comet is a blurred spark. 


Walking to Rome. . 

In the autumn two Soane prizemen, Anthony Barker 
and Alick Horsnell, thought they would walk to Rome; 
and our young student went with them part of the way, 
from Dieppe to Rouen and along the Seine by les Andelys 
to Vernon. In the event it happened that he reached 
Rome the first: but it was by train and about Christmas- 
time. His late companions arrived soon after, but I 
think they did not walk all the way. 

That was a France unhaggard. The war of 1870 was a 
grandfather’s memory. The recent reconciliation with 
England had lit new confidence, and though there was a 
menace in the air the bitterness and destruction and 
chaos of the next thirty years were happily unforeseen. 
The franc was worth tenpence and bed and breakfast for 
three francs was thought a little extravagant. Lodging 
and all meals at the Chaine d’Or at les Andelys came to 
six francs a day. It was a Normandy of dusty white 
roads, where the motor was rare among the great horse- 
drawn carts and little hooded gigs; and a friendly welcome 
to travellers in wayside inns, where even as late as nine 
at night madame, with a smile, would quickly lay the 
coarse, damp tablecloth and furnish it with bread-soup, 
omelette, chicken and- salad, cheese and red gooseberry 
confiture and cider, and stand by to see the helping of 
each course with a “C’est bon, eh?” And after dinner 
(but not so late a dinner as this) you might all go with 
the inn-keeper and his family to see M. Guéry’s circus, 
where grey horses scamper docilely and there is a strong 
man with airy graces and a clown with poisoned cakes. 

Often of a morning they would plan a longish tramp to 
their next halting place. But one thing would lead to 
another, and déjeuner to coffee and a fil, so that it was 
four o’clock perhaps when packs were shouldered and they 
started up the poplared hill to the rolling open arable 
downland above. And as the day began to fail, suddenly 
they would see a happy pattern of light and trees, or cows 
grazing along the sky-line—a rapid water-colour and a 
paper fire to dry them, a drink of red wine, and so on into 
the dusk of a new village—a cobbled square, a lit shop- 
window, a great church tower faintly outlined, a smell of 
hills and a sound of waters. 


The Land of Smiles. 

Two or three pieces of sober measuring work were done; 
as, for instance, the Douane at Rouen and the organ screen 
at Grands Andelys. But for the most part the record is 
of travel and inns and people and wayside scenes, of food 
and drink. There was the octagonal pigeon-house in 
glazed and coloured brick at Boos, among solid outbuild- 
ings richly reflected in a black pond: under yellowing 
limes all the farm-gear and household goods laid out for 
sale—ploughs and carts and fire-irons and coffee-mills: a 
country crowd of stout old dames in black and old men 
in smocks and peaked caps, of young men in straw hats 
and ginger corduroys, and young women, bareheaded, in 
bodice and apron: all chattering and laughing and shak- 
ing left hands and kissing both cheeks, while the 
auctioneer’s strident patter rises and falls: ‘‘ Eh bien, 
dix sous... vingt sous ... un frane cinquante .. . en 
voulez vous par la? ...en voulez vous par la? .. . c’est 
jugée”’; and the old grandmere of the farm, her face 
bronzed by all the summers since Queen Victoria came 
to the throne, quietly observes the friendly tumult. 

Or the Seine, unscarred, slides between chalk cliffs and 
poplared water-meadows, and long barges move upstream 
towards Paris, one with a sound of a song, one with a 
lantern on top of a grey-sheeted load of hay; and over the 
bridge below Castle Gaillard jolt waggons stacked with 
brushwood. 

Straight-streeted Beauvais, its cobbles and tended trees 
end white-faced moss-roofed houses, lay under the astonish- 
ing precipice of its cathedral unravaged; and Vernon, 
white and red and shady with lime and plane and chest- 
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nut, bordered the Seine with the friendly welcome of open 
spaces. 

It is very easy to understand how a people, sensitive 
to the pleasant things of the world, to well-contrived dishes, 
to the give-and-take of conversation, and the bland un- 
hurried charm of town and village and hamlet for the most 
part unchanged for two hundred years or more—of les 
Andelys and Gisors and Envermu, or of Montreuil and 
St. Omer—how such a people thirty years later were 
bludgeoned by the bestial onrush of barbarian invasion into 
accepting any terms which would give pause to the fury 
of destruction. The inhabitants of Swindon or Bulford 
might well have been less easily moved by this particular 
agony of apprehension. 

The travellers parted; and the one who came home was 
pondering designs for the Tite Prize, a Campo Santo on 
an island in a lake. His Hellenic interpretation of Sir 
William Tite’s conditions was made a little plausible by 
quotations from Palladio and Chambers; but his idea that 
the island-plan might hint of death by faintly suggesting 
a skull in its outlines (the eye-socket a pit and the grinning 
teeth a ravine) was crudely handled; so that what was to 
have been a hint, a glimmer, was coarsened into a stark 
poster of death. And the jury awarded it the faint praise 
of an honourable mention. 

By which time he was in Rome, the guest of enthusiastic 
and generous aunts. Here he sometimes found himself, 
in the chatter of hotel life and guide-chaperoned visits to 
sights of established repute, recalling with regret the 
incommunicativeness of his September travelling-com- 
panions, both masters of silence; and the last day of 
December he spent alone on the Campagna. Here a wind 
from the Appennines blew shrill and dry: the sun shone: 
clouds were swept into wisps and thin herded flocks: 
along a ridge against the sunlight ran the Appian Way. 
Imagine a roadway, fifteen feet wide, running straight as 
a corridor into the distance and climbing the far hills, a 
shadowy straightness still: on either side a strip of coarse 
grass twice as wide as the road, and lining the way, as 
far as the eye could see, fragments of wall and arch, of 
columns and entablatures and inscriptions, of brick ruins 
and concrete masses, one behind the other in unending 
rank—the decayed remains of the great south road of Rome. 
Narrow, straight, solitary it lay across the emptiness, while 
the wind tore at a cypress here and there and turned an 
olive copse from green to silver, and a shepherd in black 
cloak and hat leaned in the shelter of a wall. 

And at midnight, with a tumult of shouts and whistles 
and maroons, Rome gave a boisterous welcome to the year 
1911. 


R.1.B.A. COUNCIL ELECTIONS 


AT a general meeting of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, held on Tuesday, June 19, the results of the annual 
elections to the Council were made public. 

Mr. Percy Edward Thomas, 0.B.E., Hon.LL.D.(Wales), J.P., 
of Cardiff, was re-elected President. Mr. W. H. Ansell, M.C., 
and Mr. H. 8. Goodhart-Rendel were returned unopposed as 
Past-Presidents. Following is the result of the election for six 
Members of Council, three Associate Members of Council, and 
one Licentiate Member of Council :— 

MemBers or Councit.—Elected: 1, Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
(1,577 votes); 2, T. Cecil Howitt, D.S.O. (1,225); 3, J. H. Forshaw, M.C. 
(1,216) ; 4, Howard M. Robertson, 8.A.D.G. (1,197); 5, A. C. Bunch (866) ; 
and 6, Frederick Gibberd (844). Not Elected: Anthony Minoprio, Joseph 
Emberton, William Milburn (Sunderiand), H. T. Seward (Manchester), 
Stanley A. Heaps (Croydon), Stanley C. Ramsey, Joseph Hill, W. Naseby 
Adams, C. W. C. Needham (York), J. W. M. Dudding (Nottingham), 
P. V. Burnett, Herbert Jackson (Birmingham), F. J. Horth (Hull), 
A. H. Barnes, D. H. McMorran, H. V. Lobb, J. Stanley Beard, Leslie A. 
Chackett, and T. H. Birks. 

Associate MemsBers op Councii.—Elected: 1, E. Berry Webber (1,442 
votes); 2, Henry Braddock (728); and 3, Andrew Rankine (Hull) (630). 
Not Elected: Arthur G. Ling, R. A. Duncan, J. Leslie Martin (Boxmoor), 
P. F. Shepheard, M. J. Slater (Ipswich), R. L. Townsend (C ——-). 
V. L. Nash (Caerphilly), W. T. Jackson (Orpington), and Lt.-Col. Vivian 
H. Seymer, D.8.0., M.C. 

LicenTIATE MemsBer or Councit.—Elected: 1, Charles Oliver (Hull) (846 
votes). Not Elected: F. C. Wakeford (Bromley) and Miss Marjorie 


Duffeli (Bexhill). 
COMING EVENTS 


Tesedey, June 26. 
Hovsinc Centre. Ald. C. W. Key on “ Rent Control.” 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. (buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 
Thursday, June 2. ) 

University or Lonpon. Mr. A. Harris delivers fifth and last Extension 
lecture on “ Contract Pre-preparation and Settlement of Accounts from 
the Quantity Surveyor’s Standpoint.” London School of Hygiene, 
Keppel-street, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday, June 30. — 

UANTITY Surveyors (East Anglian branch). 
aymarket, Norwich. 2.30-p.m. 


INSTITUTE OF Meeting at 


the Lamb Inn, 
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FIRST CHURCH OF ST. JOHN BOSCO, SHRIGLEY 


PHILIP TILDEN, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


THIS SHRINE TO St. JoHN Bosco, SHRIGLEY Park, NEAR~ of the Salesian Order in England) and asked to design 


Macclesfield, Cheshire, was erected 1936-38. The archi- the Shrine to St. John Bosco. 


Modern church require- 


tect (Mr. Philip Tilden, F.R.I.B.A.) writes :— ments insist upon unrestricted vision, ample lighting 

I had for years been feeling about for a church plan without glare, easy seating access, and adequate heating. 
which would satisfy modern conditions and require- A shrine is not an ordinary church, for it should possess 
ments, when I was approached by Father Tozzi (the head a certain monumental quality and all-sufficiency of plan, 
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emphasising particularly the old mystical air of church 
rs and, if possible, lifting the eyes above normal 
evel. 

Hence the plan of Shrigley Church. The centre octa- 
gon is 48 ft. across, with the four major arches leading 
to the nave, sanctuary and transepts being 24 ft. in 
width, and springing from a stone band 20 ft. above floor 
level. All subsidiary arches spring from a 10-ft. datum, 
and lead from chapel to chapel, as can be seen from the 
plan, to form a complete processional way from altar to 
altar, there being seven in all. Over the western entry 
I have built a gallery for the organ and choir, and at 
the eastern end, behind the high altar, a large and 
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austerity of treatment. The whole of the ashlar is of 
reconstructed stone, varying in colour, and sand-blasted 
when green to harmonise with the general stonework. 
The interior vaulting throughout is of plaster upon ex- 
panded metal, hung from the steel purlins. The octagon 
ceiling is of gold, and the plaster panels await a Michel- 
angelo. I painted the stations of the Cross myself upon 
aluminium, their treatment being isochromatic, and 
using the red Cheshire stone colour; they achieve their 
object in making them seem part and parcel of the 
structure, as though carved out of stone. The floor is 
paved with self-coloured tile squares, except under the 
seating, where wood blocks were used. The high win- 
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efficient sacristy. From this, at the very eastern end, 
a staircase leads up to four small guest chambers over 
the sacristy ceiling, two of them with glimpse windows 
Into the church. A large fuel and heating chamber is 
constructed under the northern transept, cut in the 
solid rock, and from the same transept, at church level, 
a stone bridge leads across to the main building of the 
community. 

The whole of the exterior and interior is constructed 
of the mellow-coloured, mousy grey and soft greenish 
stone quarried from the park itself, and the string 
courses for the springing of the vaults and arches are 
of red Cheshire, thus bringing a little colour into its 


dows in the octagon supply the major light access, and 
I intentionally arranged that the minor chapels should 
be more mysteriously dark. The plan achieves ita aim 
in producing many vistas as one walks within from point 
to point, and with a 7-ft. crucifix hung 40 ft. above the 
floor over the sanctuary arch, the impression is of great 
space and height. Externally the roofs are of local soft 
blue-grey slate, and the fléche is of lead. 

The church stands on a hill, embowered by gigantic 
trees, and a verdant profusion of rhododendrons, and is 
approached by stone stairways at the western end. The 
builders were Messrs. John Clayton, Ltd. (now Cooper 
Bros. and John Clayton, Ltd.), of Macclesfield. 
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THE WEST FRONT UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 


PHILIP TILDEN, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


LG 


MACCLESFIELD. 





VIEW OF SMALL CHAPEL. 
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By J. T. CASTLE, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I, CITY ARCHITECT, (See page 497). 
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A HOUSING SCHEME FOR 
BRADFORD 


Tue layout plan on page 496 is for a 
housing scheme at Eccleshill North, pre- 
pared for the City of Bradford b Mr. 
J. T. Castle, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 
City Architect. The design of the indi- 
vidual houses has not yet been settled, 
but the site comprises 92 acres, and is 
adjacent on its southern boundary to a 
housing scheme of approximately 800 
houses erected in 1928. About 650 houses 
will be accommodated on the new site, 
and school sites have been reserved bear- 
ing in mind the needs of the new and the 
old estates. 

The estate is fortunate in its boundaries 
as they are so clearly defined. A beck on 
the east, the city ‘boundary, with its steep 
sides, clearly marks the limit of the site, 
and an open space has been arranged along 
its course, complementary to a similar open 
space on the other side. The north and 
west boundaries are main roads, and it will 
be noticed that only one new entrance is 
given off each of these roads. The roads 
have been planned to eliminate any possi- 
bility of these being used as a short cut 
from one main road to the other. A 
further planning aid to road safety lies in 
the avoidance of cross roads. The house 
known as ‘‘ The Park” is to be retained 
as a social centre, its gardens of about 
84 acres being maintained for the public 
use. The approach avenue is not being 
converted into a traffic route, but is being 
kept purely as a walking way. 

Although two of the school sites are 
abutting on to the Harrogate-road, no 
entry from them will be given to this main 
road. Due regard has been paid to the 
contours and to the provision of an east- 
west aspect to the majority of houses. 
Another factor which had to be taken into 
account is the presence of electric pylons 
and cables, and care has been taken to 
mask them wherever possible. The advance 
preparation work on the site is now in 
hand, the contractors being Messrs. Higgs 
& Hill, Ltd. The roads are of 6-in. unrein- 
forced concrete with artificial concrete 
(granite aggregate) kerbs, with stoneware 
Sewers, drains and gullies, but with pre- 
cast concrete manholes, 


OBITUARY. 


Charles Boot, J.P., F.1.0.B, 

We regret to announce that Mr. Charles 
Boot, J.P., F.1.0.B., F.R.S.A., President 
of the Federation of Master Builders, 
passed away on Thursday, June 14. Mr. 
Boot recently underwent a major opera- 
tion, from the effects of which he did not 
recover, 

Mr. Boot, who was 70, was head of 
Henry Boot and Sons, Ltd., public works 
contractors, of Sheffield. During the war 
his firm built many airfields, Army camps, 
factories and oil storage depots, and also 
shared in construction of the ‘‘ Mulberry ” 
harbours. He was also a director of the 
firm which established Pinewood Studios 
at Iver, Bucks. 


Samuel Denman, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death on June 
11, at Tunbridge Wells, of Mr. Samuel 
Denman, F.R.I.B.A., father of Mr. John 


. Denman, the new hon. treasurer, 
R.1.B.A. 


Belfast Cathedral Extension. 

Plans for the extension by the addition 
of choir and apse of St. Anne’s Cathedral, 
Belfast, have been outlined by _ Sir 
Charles Nicholson, F.R.I.B.A., of 2, New 
Square, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.2. 
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THE COUNTRY BUILDER 


LOCAL CONDITIONS AND LOCAL 
LABOUR. 


Mr. R. Ortver Harris, A.R.1.B.A., 
County Architect, Somerset County Coun- 
cil, writes’: The Somerset Rural Housing 
Committee, which has been _ recently 
constituted under the recommendations of 
the Hobhouse Report, have recently set 
up a Building Labour and Materials Sub- 
Committee, whose terms of reference 
include, inter alia, the following :— 

Item 3.—Means of enabling the small 
builder and the craftsman to maintain and 
develop their pre-war position in rural 
areas. 

Having regard to the unprecedented 
volume of rural housing work to be car- 
ried out in the near future, my Commit- 
tee are concerned at the alarming drift 
from the countryside which, quite apart 
from war conditions, has resulted in the 
past in very inadequate resources in most 
rural areas. With a view to stimulating 
the interest of parents and attracting 
prospective apprentices, my Committee has 
drawn up the following memorandum :— 


THE MEMORANDUM. 


Among the countless needs of this 
country as it plans its programme of 
reconstruction none assumes a_ greater 
urgency than that of housing. War 
damage on an unprecedented scale, coupled 
with a six years’ almost complete stand- 
still in building operations for civilian 
needs, have combined to create a problem 
of the utmost gravity. But there is even 
more to be done than to repair the ravages 
of the ‘‘blitz’’ and to catch up on an 
arrested programme. New needs have 
grown out of a social conscience stirred 
and stimulated by war. 

The Education Act of 1944 cannot be 
implemented without a tremendous drive 
for new and better schools, and those 
that exist must undergo marked modifica- 
tion before they can be regarded as 
meeting the requirements laid down in the 
Building Regulations now issued by the 
Ministry of Education. There is, too, 
throughout the country a vigorous demand 
for village halls and community centres. 
Few have failed to be impressed by the 
spirit of community which has_ been 
engendered by Home Guard, Civil De- 
fence, and life and comradeship in the 
Armed Services, and on all sides there is 
agreement that this is likely to dissipate 
itself unless quite speedily it can find 
both a home and a source of regeneration. 

We must look, then, to the building 
industry and all its allied crafts for per- 
haps the greatest single contribution to 
our future well-being. It alone can pro- 
vide the material basis on which so much 
else must depend. To meet the demands 
upon it, however, its recruitment must be 
rapid and training must be _ intense. 
Merely to make good normal wastage, it 
is estimated that the engagement of 
25,000 apprentices per year, commencing 
in 1945, is an absolute essential. To train 
such numbers within an industry already 
seriously depleted can be no light task, 
particularly when one considers that war- 
time restrictions on building projects have 
made the normal training of apprentices 
quite out of the question. For this reason 
it is encouraging to read the Second Re- 
port of the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council published at the begin- 
ning of this year. Besides outlining a 
scheme for Registration of Apprentices 
under Joint Apprenticeship Committees, 
and urging the importance of providing 


both full- and part-time courses in tech 
nical schools, the Council proposes an 
emergency plan for buildings to be 
erected by apprentices under the guid- 
ance of craftsmen. instructors. 

This plan has been accepted by the 
Government, and building work may be 
carried out on behalf of any local or 
public authority under the supervision of 
an ‘‘ Apprentice Master’? nominated by 
the Joint Apprenticeship Council of the 
area concerned. 

In Somerset, considerable progress has 
been made towards ingen, the 
recommendations of the National Build- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training Council. 
The South-Western Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers and the South- 
Western Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives are, in combination, setting 
up Joint Apprenticeship Committees in 
each division of their area. Such Com- 
mittees are required to keep registers of 
apprentices indentured under approved 
agreements, the minimum standards of 
which must be :— 

(a) An agreement in writing by which 
the employer undertakes to teach and 
instruct the apprentice to the best of his 
knowledge and ability ; 

(b) The agreement should be enforceable 
so that a failure of obligation on either 
side shall be investigated by a person em- 
powered by the Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee, who may adjudicate, or, on con- 
tinued failure by either party to comply 
with his obligations, cancel the agreement ; 

(c) The agreement should provide for 
the release of the apprentice up to the 
age of 18 for regular attendance of one 
day a week, or the equivalent, with pay, 
at an appropriate technical course. 

In consultation with representatives of 
the industry, the County Education Com- 
mittee has set up at Bridgwater its first 
Junior Technical School for the building 
trade. Boys are recruited by examination 
at the age of 13-plus, and go through a 
two-years’ course. There is a basis of 
general education and practical instruction 
covering Carpentry, Bricklaying, Plumb- 
ing and Plastering, so that the boys may 
gain an over-all insight into the trade 
before choosing their own particular occu- 
pation. This is essentially a pre-appren- 
ticeship course, and confers the double 
advantage that, provided he proves a 
satisfactory student, the boy is sure of 
indentured employment (the entry to the 
school being controlled by the positive 
néeds of the local industry), while at the 
same time his two years at the school 
earn him one year’s remission of his total 
apprenticeship period. : ? 

Steps are now being taken to investigate 
the provision of similar junior technical 
courses in other. parts of the county. 
There is the greatest anxiety to transform 
into practice the spirit which pervades the 
Scott Report. If the drift from the 
countryside is to be stemmed there must 
be facilities for tragning and opportunities 
for employment which do not compare 
unfavourably with those to be found in 
the towns. d mF 

In this connection some assistance 1s 
gained by the new gradings of districts 
and current rates of wages agreed by the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. From December 6, 1944, no 
district of Somerset is to be graded lower 
than grade ‘‘ B,’’ for which the standard 
rate for craftsmen is 1s. 11d. per hour and 
for labourers 1s. 64d. per hour, as com- 
pared with 2s. 1d. and 1s. 8d. in grade 
‘A’? districts. This closing of the gap 
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between town and country tates should, 


in itself, prove a-stimulas to the building + 


industry in rural areas. Furthermore, the 
gradual raising of wages in the agricul- 
tural industry is going to be responsible 
for a vast change in outlook on the pro- 
vision of rural housing. In the Hob- 
house Report (‘‘Rural Housing,’ the 
Third Report of the Rural Housing Sub- 
Committee of the Central Housing <Ad- 
bey Committee), paragraph 53, we 
read :— 

“A high proportion of the youth of the 
countryside is now in the Forces or in war 
industries. Their places in agriculture 
have been taken by prisoners of war, the 
Women’s Land Army, and others, who, 
for the most part, are not permanent 
country dwellers, and who, after the war, 
will return to other places and other ways 
of life. When the young men and women 
come back to the villages, the first thing 
they will want is a home. All those who 
have married since 1939 will be seeking a 
home of their own where they can set up 
housekeeping together. So long as the 
improvement of housing conditions in the 
country keeps pace with progress in the 
towns, country people no less than towns- 
people will be ready to endure the inevit- 
able hardships and discomforts of the 
interim period while arrears are being 
overtaken. But if in this the country lags 
behind the towns, these young people will 
be driven to seek accommodation in the 
towns and the countryside will be de- 
prived of the best and most enterprising 
of its youth.” 

For this reason the Committee recom- 
mends it as essential that a fair share of 
whatever labour and materials ‘become 
available should be allocated to rural 
areas. 

There are those who are apprehensive 
about the rivalry of the large building 
concerns which are based upon the cities 
and towns. There is no doubt that in the 
past they have constituted a very grave 
threat to the continuance of the smaller 
country builder’s prosperity. For many 
years to come, however, we may safely 
assume that the larger building enterprises 
will be completely involved in enormous 
new schemes of development. They will 
be unable to direct their energies to the 
smaller building schemes which for the 
most part will characterise the villages. 
But apart altogether from the provision of 
new houses, there is a vast programme of 
modification to be completed in the 
countryside. The Hobhouse Report draws 
attention to the leeway that was allowed 
to develop in the reconditioning of rural 
houses under the Housing (Rural Workers) 
Acts, and recommends the establishment 
of Joint Committees of Representatives of 
Rural District Councils and County Coun- 
eils which, among other things, would 
arrange for the regular survey and cate- 
gorising of rural houses and _ allocate 
priority of work in each district. There 
can be no question that if the vitally im- 
portant reconditioning of rural property 
is to be carried out in the not too distant 
future, it will be almost entirely through 
the agency of the country builder. Of him 
the Report says :— 

“In the past the success and cheapness 
of rural housing has largely depended on 
the small builder. He is on the spot and 
knows local conditions and local labour; 
often he works with his men.... We con- 
sider it vital that the small builder should 
be able to start business again by the time 
general building can be resumed. The 
housing work which will be needed in 
country districts will consist not only of 
repairs and improvements to cottages 
scattered about in innumerable small 
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villages, hamlets and isolated groups, but 
also of a v large number of small 
schemes of new houses to be built in dif- 
ferent villages. ‘This kind of work is not 
attractive to large firms, whose organisa- 
tion is framed to deal with a big number 
of houses on the same site. It can better 
be carried out by an organisation speci- 
ally adapted to small jobs.” 

t would seem, therefore, that a great 
deal depends on the encouragement that 
can be offered to the country builder. We 
are likely to get adequate houses in our 
small towns and villages all the more 
quickly, as well as to spread employment 
and prosperity all the more fairly, if le 
can be assisted to resume business at the 
earliest possible moment. But he will need 
skilled employees in large numbers, and 
the far-seeing parent will consider most 
carefully the new apprenticeship scheme 
and the enlarged educational provision. 
There can be few occupations in the near 
future which will offer a greater sense of 
satisfactory achievement coupled with that 
dignity and pride which are the special 
prerogative of the trained and _ skilful 
craftsman. The country builder inherits a 
long and proud tradition, and there are 
good reasons, apart altogether from those 
of security and wages, why the preserva- 
tion of our countryside should depend 
very closely on the continuance of a rural 
industry with a highly specialised know- 
ledge and background. To assist the 
country builder at this juncture is to 
seize an opportunity as well as to dis- 
charge an obligation. 





(Concluded from next column.) 
needed, it would assist if the tickets are 
accepted as a receipt. The fee of one 
guinea will include buffet lunch, to be 
served each day between sessions in the 
Central Hall. 

The President of the Building Industries 
National Council, or his deputies, will be 
in the chair at the Congress, and he or his 
Deputy Chairman will decide when to 
terminate each session. This will depend 
on the number of speakers wishing to take 
part in the discussion, but it is anticipated 
that the sessions will close not later than 
12.45 p.m. each morning and 4.30 p.m. on 
the first day. Those requiring hotel accom- 
modation in London should apply to Thos, 
Cook and Son, Ltd. 

The chairman of the Congress Committee 
is Mr. B. S. Townroe, D,L., M.A., Hon. 
A.R.1.B.A. 


HILLIATLDAM 











SLIDING DOORS FOR FACTORIES, GARAGES, 
AERODROMES, BUS AND RAILWAY SHEDS, 
SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, FIRE STATIONS, ETC., ETC. 
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B.I-N.C. BUILDING 


CONGRESS 


PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME. 


Tue Second Building Congress, organised 
by the Building Industries National Coun- 
cil, will be held at Central Hall, West- 
minster, 8.W.1, on July 24 and 25. The 
general object of the Congress will be to 
enable those in both official and private 
positions to meet and discuss the many 
problems facing the building group of 
professions and industries at the present 
time. The Congress has been divided into 
four Sessions as shown below. The pro- 
gramme has been so arranged as to permit 
as much time as possible for open discus. 
sion, 


Tuesday, July 24. 

10 a.m.—Opening of the’ Congress b 
His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Yor 
(the Most Rev. Dr. Cyril Garbett). In- 
troductory comments by the Chairman of 
the Congress Committee on the programme 
and the proposed procedure during the 
four sessions. , 

First Session : Discussion on the supply 
of labour and materials for post-war build 
ing. Speaker : The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin. 
M.P., Minister of Labour, 1940-45. The 
discussion will be opened by: Mr. J. W. 
Stephenson, C.B.E., J.P. (President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives and Vice-Chairman National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry), 
and Sir P. Malcolm Stewart, Bt. (Presi- 
dent, Nationa] Council of B.M.P.). . 

2.15 p.m.—Second Session : Discussion 
on the position of the building industries 
and the local authorities in relation to post- 
war housing. Speaker: The Minister of 
Health (the Rt. on. H. U. Willink, M.C., 
M.P.). The discussion will be opened by : 
Mr. E. B. Gillett, P.S.I. 


Wednesday, July 25. 

10 a.m.—Civic Welcome to Delegates by 
the Mayor of Westminster (Councillor 
Douglas Wood, 0.B.E., F.R.I.B.A.). 

Third Session: Discussion on the 
organisation of the building industries and 
their future relationships with Government 
Departments. Speaker: The Minister of 
Works (the Rt. Hon. Duncan Sandys, 
M.P.). The discussion will be opened by : 
Mr. W. H. Forsdike (Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent, National Federation of Buildin 
Trades Employers and Chairman, Nationa 
Joint Council for the Building Industry). 

2.15 p.m.—Fourth Session : Discussion 
of the place of the building industries in 
the resuscitation of economic activity and 
in the maintenance of full employment 
thereafter, and on the need in this connec- 
tion for a balanced building programme. 
Speaker : The Minister of Labour (the Rt. 
Hon. R. A. Butler, M.P.). The discussion 
will be opened: by Mr. Percy Thomas, 
O.B.E., P.R.I.B.A. 

4.30 p.m.—Summing up of Congress by 
the President and Chairman of Congress 
Committee. It is intended that the Con- 
gress be terminated at not later than 5 p.m. 

Admission to the Congress, which is 
open to all in any way interested in the 
activities of the building group of profes- 
sions and industries, will be by ticket price 
one guinea, obtainable from the Building 
Industries National Council, 11, Wey- 
mouth--street, W.1. Form of application 
should be accompanied by a remittance of 
one guinea, Envelopes should be marked 
“Congress.” On receipt of the applica- 
tion form and remittance, a membership 
card with luncheon tickets will be sent. 
This card should be carried, and will give 
tight of admission to the sessions of the 
Congress. Unless a receipt is particularly 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


** Wanted—a Housing Plan of 
Campaign.” 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—Your leading article of June 15 
will be welcomed by that section of the 
industry which in the five years before the 
war erected 265,725 houses per annum, 
while local authorities were building only 
at the rate of 64,245 annually. It draws 
attention to the link in the public mind 
between Government policy and that of 
the industry, and sets forth a schedule of 
matters in regard to which the latter 
should declare itself. 

As the industry has declared its policy 
in unequivocal terms, it is hardly fair to 
suggest that we must accept a share of 
the blame for the impression that has 
gained ground that housing is entirely an 
affair of official pronouncement. Housing, 
because it affects the health of the people, 
is a public service, and it is impossible to 
avoid public pronouncement in regard to 
it. But it is a public service that has 
been rendered principally by private enter- 
prise, and any confusion that may exist 
in ‘the public mind to-day is entirely ‘due 
to the disproportionate publicity that has 
been given to temporary housing in the 
Press. Any unorthodox building erected 
at the Tate Gallery has had news value, 
whereas the steady contribution of the 
traditional industry has been taken for 
granted. 

May I, through the courtesy of your 

columns, restate the case for private enter- 
prise, showing exactly where the house- 
building industry stands. ‘It has land 
available for 300,000 houses, the greater 
part of which was already surveyed and 
provided with roads, sewers and other 
services when the present war broke out. 
Plans for the erection of these 300,000 
houses had been prepared by the builders 
and approved by the local authorities. 
But houses cannot be built without men 
and materials, and it is in respect of these 
important matters that war-time bureau- 
cracy has tended to boost public and 
hamper private _— potential _ activity. 
Builders’ prepared sites have been com- 
pulsorily acquired by local authorities who 
had not sufficient foresight in 1939 to pro- 
vide enough land for their own require- 
ments. The official direction of labour has 
unbalanced the industry, deprived the 
medium and smaller builders of their 
personnel, and, by causing men to work 
away from their own homes, added with- 
out rhyme or reason to the costs of 
building. 
j Until the last few weeks, all emphasis 
in Parliament was placed upon the provi- 
sion either of temporary houses to the 
order of the Ministry of Works or of 
houses by local authorities, who have been 
given every encouragement to prepare for 
an early start on the building of houses, 
leaving the question of the cost to be 
borne out of national and local exchequers 
to be decided at a later date, when by 
trial and error the building costs to local 
authorities may be ascertained. 


In response to representations made by 
this Federation, private enterprise has now 
Mr. Willink’s promise that if a Conserva- 
tive Government is returned there will be 
a subsidy ranging between £100 and £200 
per house, according to the goodwill of 
local authorities. This subsidy is not over- 
generous. It has the merit of being a 
fixed sum, not left in the air, as is the 
local authority subsidy. It may not be 
sufficient for Metropolitan areas where 
land is expensive, but with the collabora- 
tion and goodwill of provincial local 
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authorities it should be sufficient to en- 
courage private enterprise to restart its 
activity. If labour should be freed from 
direction and control it will find its way 
back to those firms by whom it was em- 
ployed before the war. In house-building 
a partnership has long existed between 
employer and employed. Enterprise in the 
producing industries will see to it that 
supply keeps pace with demand. Thus 
may we expect to see a real contribution 
made by the house-building industry. 
Do not let us forget that the evils 
which followed the last war (when only 
700 houses were built in twelve months 
and when costs soared) occurred in a 
period when sole reliance was placed upon 
local authority activity, when the Govern- 
ment purchased and _ distributed the 
materials and when private enterprise was 
frozen out by unnecessary control. 
H. E. ComsBen, 
President, National Federation of 
Registered House-Builders. 
82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 
Technical Information for Demobilised 
Architects. 
To tHe Eprror or Vhe Builder. 


Sir,—With the end of the war in 
Europe it is to be hoped that many archi- 
tects now in the Forces will soon be able 
to return to their professional work. 

I shall therefore be glad if you will 
allow me to repeat my previous request to 
manufacturers of building materials and 
equipment that they should circulate cata- 
logues, information sheets and other data 
to all architects as and when they resume 
their practices. 

All architects serving with the Forces 
have already been invited to notify the 
Institute immediately they return from 
service, and a notice of their names and 
addresses will be published at regular 
intervals. 

In order that the facilities already 
offered by a large number of manufac- 
turers may be made available to all in 
need of them, this opportunity is taken 
of again reminding serving members of 
the importance of noti‘ying the Institute 
immediately they return to civil life. 

Tuos. E. Scorr, 
Chairman, 
R.I.B.A. Demobilisation Committee. 
London, W.1. 


The A.1.R.0.H. House. 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 
Sir,—One of our brighter youths, the 
other day, asked the oracle who sits 
behind the ‘‘ Brains Trust ’’ ‘‘ What is the 
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function of the architect in connection 
with prefabricated houses?’’ The answer 
was that prefabricated houses were a 
matter of teamwork. Now, there are, 
roughly, 6,000 architects in the country not 
at the moment usefully employed, and 
there are at most six types of reasonably 
satisfactory prefabricated houses, so that 
the teams would be about 1,000 per house. 
My notion is that the business of the 
architect in relation to prefabricated 
houses is constructive criticism. 

It is obvious that there is not enough 
skilled labour to build the houses in the 
traditional manner and that the balance 
must be prefabricated. It is not so obvious 
that prefabricated houses need be tem- 
porary. 

Cost in this connection is not a matter 
of money, it is a question of man hours, 
coal, transport, and the avoidance of mate- 
rials in short supply—viz., timber. 

Taking, in the first instance, the 
A.1.R.O.H., of which, having spent four 
years in the R.A.F., I have some know- 
ledge as to the sources of supply in the 
matter of machinery, space available and 
materials. They are (even taking into 
account the Japanese war) almost un- 
limited, but are they used to the best ad- 
vantage in the A.I.R.O.H. house? 

In the first place, the sections, 25 ft. by 
7ft. 6in. by 9ft.—12ft., are somewhat 
unwieldy for transport, and although they 
would present no difficulty to persons used 
to swinging bomber bodies about, require 
machinery to fix, which, except in a 
limited amount (caterpillar cranes), is tied 
to fairly strong roads; also, although prob- 
ably light, the sections would require 
skilled and careful handling. They offer, 
however, a tempting solution, inasmuch as 
they can be dumped on the site complete, 
except for some screwing up. On _ the 
other hand, are they the most economical 
use of the man hours employed? 

I happen to know something of the 
making of wings for planes. The section 
is tolerably well known—the stretched bow 
with the string horizontal below; it is the 
strongest structure for its weight (and 
amount of material) that has ever been 
made and is, next to tiles or thatch, quite 
the best component for roofs. Whether 
covered with fabric, three-ply or metal, 
its thermo-insulation is higher than 
any other material. Sections 27 ft. by 
7 ft. 6in. could be lifted into position 
by four men, with the covering brought 
down over the vertical edges; it would 
require no guttering. Bolts or other fixing 
can be integrated with the structure; 
modern ‘‘ dope’’ is fireproof; insulated 
vents can be made through where required. 

have not the slightest doubt that 
A.I.R.O.H. can make doors, windows, 
baths and sinks (at a quarter pre-war cost) 
and some plumbing fittings, but I think 
they can turn out a better window than 
that used; windows and doors should 
arrive in their frames fitted and finished. 
T doubt if their walls have any. economic 
advantage over block 11 in. hollow, and 
the extra three days required would be 
more than equalled by the man hours saved 
at the factory end. Plastering would not 
be a big job, as there would be no ceilings, 
the underside of ‘“‘ Wings”’ being quite 
satisfactory. 

I estimate that the “‘ housing ’’ output 
per factory man hour would in this way 
be at’ least doubled, that the transport 
would be cut down to one-tenth, a little 
more semi-skilled labour would be required 
on site, but I am inclined to think that in 
a few months’ time there will be more 
men than jobs. 

I have not suggested bricks, because (1) 
good, quick bricklayers are at least 
““scarce’’; (2) bricks require transport, 
blocks can be made on site; (3) bricks re- 
quire coal, so does Portland cement 
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cannot find any statistics as to how much 
coal is required for 1,000 bricks or a ton 
of cement. A ton of cement will make the 
equivalent of from 2,200 to 5,000 bricks, 
depending on aggregate. 
Harotp FALKnNeER. 
24, West-street, Farnham. 


The Cost of Building. 
To tHe Epiror or Zhe Builder. 
Sir,—With reference to your leading 
article in The Builder for June 8, we were 
rather surprised to see that your view is 
that the level of tenders for housing will be 
extremely high. This.is certainly not our 
opinion, as we think that prices will be 


nn low. To support our view, 
we would refer to the tenders for pre- 
aration of housing sites. The prices 


eing quoted are, from our experience, 
most uneconomic. On comparatively 
smal] jobs, up to, say, £20,000 we have 
found that the lowest tenders which are 
being accepted are some thousands of 
pounds under cost. More firms will un- 
doubtedly tender for housing contracts 
than for roads, the explanation being that 
firms will consider that it is essential for 
them to obtain some of these jobs owing 
to the priority that these works carry. 

We feel that the industry will suffer 
later from these low prices, as local 
authorities and Government Departments 
will imagine when more work is available 
and prices reach a_ proper level that 
builders are taking advantage of the situa- 
tion. 

We cannot understand the low prices pre- 
vailing to-day; one explanation given is 
that some firms have paid large sums in 
E.P.T., and if they make a loss this can be 
recovered. Whatever the explanation, 
we consider that to undertake work at 
under cost is morally wrong and may have 
serious repercussions through the industry 
later. 

GRAINGER AND APTHORPE, LTD. 
C. Grarcer, Director. 

Harrow, Middlesex. 

**We wonder whether our correspondent’s 
experience is abnormal. Our view sup- 
ported by Mr. Willink, the Minister of Health. 
who, in the House of Commons last week, stated 
that the Government, if returned to power, in- 
tended to introduce grants to owner-occuplers 
of small private houses as a contribution to- 
wards “ the present high cost of building.” —Eb. 
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War Damage Repairs and Property 
Improvement. 
To rue Eprtor or The Builder. 

Sim,—Your correspondent Mr. Saward 
expresses the view that in many cases re- 
paired property is in better shape than it 
was prior to damage, and appears to think 
that some sort, of defence is needed. for 
such a state of affairs. 

This contention may be strictly logical, 
but it is neither practical nor humane, 
War Damage Insurance was levied on the 
couniry as a whole, and very many locali- 
ties never heard a bomb fall or a shot 
fired in anger. If the owner-occupier in 
“‘ Southern England ’’ who had to sit and 
‘take it’? for five long years, and who 
has suffered the personal inconvenience of 
either being completely bombed out or 
living in a badly damaged house through 
one or more severe winters—if such an 
owner docs get something a little better 
than he had before at the expepse of 
those living in safe areas (to say nothing 
of his own W.D. contribution), who can 
justly cavil? Had he the choice of keep- 
ing his house exactly as it was, or being 
bombed with the ultimate result of some 
improvement to his property, but certainly 
not to his personal effects, can there be 
the slightest doubt as to what the choice 
would have been? 


Secondly, assuming that the condition 
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prior to damage was exactly known, is it 
going to be in the least degree cheaper or 
easier to replace a root, which Mr. Saward 
cited in particular, with second-hand timber 
and tiles precisely weathered or decayed 
to the extent of the old roof than it would 
be to use new materials? As regards any 
difference in the value of the two roofs, 
the unfortunate owner doubtless lost far 
more than this amount in (a) loss of irre- 
placeable personal effects, (6) having to 
find accommodation elsewhere. 


Rather than suggest that the only 
‘defence’ for unavoidable improvement 
in some cases is that ‘‘ All’s fair in love 
and war,’’ should not the adage be 
slightly improved upon, for the benefit of 
the bombed, to ‘‘ Let’s be fair in love and 
war’? RowLaAND G. Hatt. 

Sutton, Surrey. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Subsidy for Private Houses. 

Mr. Eccies asked the Minister of Health 
whether he was in a position to make any 
further statement with regard to Govern- 
ment assistance to house building by 
private persons. 

Mr. WILLINK: Yes, Sir. The Govern- 
ment intend, if returned, to introduce 
legislation early in the next session to 
enable local authorites to make grants in 
respect of small private houses built for 
sale or letting. These grants will be by 
way of either-one lump sum payment or 
payments spread over five years and the 
Exchequer would bear the whole of these 
grants up to the first £100, and half of 
any grant in excess of £100, subject to a 
maximum from the Exchequer of £150. 

Payment of the grant would be subject 
to strict conditions to size, construc- 
tion, selling price, and rent. The sizes 
to be allowed would range from 800 to 
1,000 superficial feet for houses and from 
730 to 930 superficial feet for bungalows or 
flats. The controlled contract or selling 
price would be according to the size of 
the house, subject to an overriding maxi- 
mum of £1,200, including the cost of land, 
roads and services. 
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The purpose of the grant is to assist the 
purchaser or tenant of the house by con- 
tributing towards the present high cost 
of building, and the Government con- 
template that the grant would be paid not 
to the builder, but to the owner-occupier 
or the purchaser of the house. When » 
house is begun under a licence issued in 
accordance with the decision which I an- 
nounced on June 7 and conforms, or can 
be made to conform, with the conditions 
of the Act when passed, the Government 
intend to provide in the Bill that the 
position of the owner-oceupier or pur- 
chaser of the house shall not be preju- 
diced merely by the fact that its erection 
was begun before the introduction of the 
Bill. 

My noble friend the Secretary of State 
for Scotland asks me to add that it 
intended that similar arrangements shall 
apply to Scotland. 

Mr. Eccrtes: While thanking the 
Minister for this very welcome statemerft, 
may I ask him if the same financial assist- 
ance will be open to local authorities ? 


Mr. WILLINK: It will not be on the 
same basis. There will, of course, be 
subsidies for houses built by local 
authorites, but, as I have said before. the 
associations of local authorities have 
agreed that the exact figures should not 
be fixed until we have a clearer knowledge 
of the level of building costs, and they 
have been promised that the subsidies, 
when fixed, will be retrospective for all 
houses in their post-war programmes. 

Sir J. Lamp: Does the Minister realise 
that many of the houses to which he re- 
ferred will be in rural and semi-rural 
areas; and does he realise the importance 
of trying to get back into those areas the 
small builders who, unfortunately, have 
been taken away ? 

Mr. WILLINK: That is the reason why I 
made this rather full statement. 

Mr. MontaGuet: Can the Minister give 
some closer indication upon what initial 
principle the limitation of prices wll be 
settled ? 

Mr. WILLINK: No, Sir, not in answer to 
a supplementary question. I stated the 
overall maximum price, which is to in- 
clude the cost of land, roads and services. 

Suk P. Harris: Will the Minister make 
clear to the House how, in this scheme, it 
is proposed to arrange for the selling of 
these houses by the owner-oceupier? 
Will he be able to sell at an increased 
price or at a loss, or is there any limita- 
tion ? 

Mr. WILLINK: The details will be for 
consideration by Parliament when the 
legislation is introduced, but, as I have 
said, the grants will be subject to strict 
conditions as to size, construction, selling 
price and rent. 

Str H. Wiiiiams: I gather fram the 
Minister’s answer that the subsidy is to 
be granted to the man who is to own the 
house after it has been built. Do I under- 
stand that the builder who builds the 
house with a view to letting or selling it 
is not to have any subsidy ? 

Mr. WILLINK: The reply to the latter 
part of my hon. friend’s question is ** No,” 
This subsidy is intended to ensure that 
those who desire to buy or rent smail! 
houses will not suffer unduly from the 
high cost of building immediately after 
the war. 

Mr. Kirspy: Does it not mean that in- 
stead of the Government granting a sub- 
sidy to the builder of a house, the sub- 
sidy will go, in effect, to the owner-occu- 
pier, who, instead of having the full bene- 
fit of the subsidy paid to him, will have to 
pay interest? 

Mr. WILLINK: No, Sir—exactly the con- 
trary; because the price of the house will 
be fixed and the whole scheme ig to be 
within the administration of the local 
authority. It is simply for the purpose of 
saving those who desire to own small 
houses from having to stand the high cost 

of building immediately after the war. 
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HOUSING PRODUCTION 


MR. WILLINK AT CROYDON. 


Hic tribute was paid to the work of 
the local builder by Mr. H. U. Willink, 
Minister of Health, when he was the guest 
of honour of the London Master Builders’ 
Association’s Southern Area at a luncheon 
in the Café Royal, Croydon. Mr. E. N. 
Grace, Chairman of the Area, presided, 
and some 80 members of the Area attended. 

Speaking of bomb damage in Croydon, 
Mr. Willink said that of its 70,000 houses 
2,300 had been totally destroyed, and 
1,600 damaged beyond immediate possi- 
bility of repair. Of the remainder, no 
fewer than 40,000 had called for at least 
first-aid repair. 

To bring bomb-damaged houses back 
into use was obviously the quickest way to 
provide houses for the people. That was 
why they had pressed on with bomb dam- 
age repair, and it was here that the local 
builder had done such valuable work. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Willink, Mr. J. S. Galbraith, President of 
the L.M.B.A., said that the responsibility 
for the provision of houses for the workin 
classes would be a very heavy one indee 
for all concerned, and it had not been 
made less onerous by becoming a political 
issue. 

“‘ A great deal of unadulterated nonsense 
has been poured out by people who ought 
to know better,’’ said Mr. Galbraith, 
‘‘about the number of permanent houses 
that can be provided if we only approach 
the problem in their particular way, or in 
the same way as we have the production of 
aircraft and ‘ Mulberry’ harbours during 
the war. 

“It is probably forgotten that, despite 
every effort of which the country was 
capable, the production of planes on any 
scale did not start for some years after its 
inception, and that the houses built over 
the past six or seven years do not even 
make up the number of houses required 
in one year. We don’t want tens of thou- 
sands of houses; we want millions. Then, 
again, the aeroplane is produced entirely 
in factory and machine shop, its com- 
ponent parts can be, and have been, pro- 
duced in thousands of factories, largely by 
machine operation with semi-skilled 
labour, Then the whole of these parts were 
brought together in a factory, and the 
whole thing assembled and finished—again 
by similar labour (often working by night 
as well as by day), with the use of jigs, 
tools, ete. 

“Could the conditions be more dis- 
similar? For a house you certainly need 
to get some of the parts made in factories 
and workshops, but there the similarity 
ends. Others you dig out of the earth 
or take from the brick or tile works and 
lime kilns, as more or less raw material. 
The whole of the erection takes place in 
the open air, during the hours of daylight, 
on Mother Earth, which, it may be noted, 
is not of the consistency or form of a fac- 
tory floor, and neither is it possible to 
provide heat or shelter. There, every part, 
from each individual brick upwards, has 
to be brought together and fixed to its 
neighbour by the hand of a skilled crafts- 
man, and no jig or template has yet been 
devised which can be used to replace that 
skill. Nobody has yet suggested that 
every one of the three of four million 
houses should be exactly alike in detail 
of plan, section and elevation—when some 
simplification might take place. There- 
fore the raw materials have to be cut, 
fitted or fixed in varying positions. 

But houses, and particularly small 
houses, were not the country’s only need. 
Vast areas of factory and industrial pre- 
mises had been destroyed, together with 
schools, churches, cinemas and other public 
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buildings which were now regarded as an 
adjunct to civilised existence. 
he building industry employed many 
eople besides those needed for house 
bedi ding. Many of them were highly 
skilled craftsmen such as masons, marble 
workers, joiners, asphalters, metal workers 
and a host of other specialised, trades. 
Most of these workers could make no con- 
tribution to housing, and they would in- 
evitably be unemployed unless other work 
were permitted at the same time as the 
housing programme. 
The toast of the visitors was proposed 
by Mr. A. J. Chapman, and replied to by 
Mr. E. W. Garrett. 


A.B.T. COMMENTS ON 
HOUSING POLICY 


A MEMORANDUM issued by the Asso- 
ciation of Building Technicians from 5, 
Ashley-place, S§.W.1, makes some com- 
ments on housing policy and puts forward 
the following recommendations :— 

(1) Recognise the full problem. No 
complacency. 

(2) Increase the immediate programme. 

(3) Announce a specific five-year pro- 
gramme. 

(4) Develop a greatly expanded pro- 
duction of building materials and fittings 
under close government direction or 
ownership. 

(5) Develop prefabrication to the full. 
No limitation to a short ‘‘ emergency ” 
period. 

(6) Increase the programme of tem- 
porary houses. ’ 

(7) Reorganise and improve the tradi- 
tional building industry by control, 
mechanisation, incentive, etc. 

(8) Maintain the standards of accommo- 
dation, etc., recommended by the Dudley 
and Burt Committees. ; : 

(9) Provide generous financial assist- 
ance to Local Authorities. i 

(10) Increase powers of Local Authori- 
ties to acquire land and build. 

(11) Appoint Housing Commissioner, 

(12) Release technicians from the 
Forces. 


Patent Roof 
GLAZING 


The 
Hall Mark 











¢ 
Craftsmanship 


Actual manufacturers 
of patent glazing. 
Lantern and Skylights, 
Metal Windows, etc. 


AY GEE L?. 


Metal Window Manufacturers, 
Light Steel Constructional Engineers. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 
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BUILDING AND DOMESTIC 


SERVICES 


L.C.C. COMMITTEES’ REPORT. 


In a joint report, the Housing and 
Public Health Committee and the Town 
Planning Committee of the London 
County Council have considered the loca- 
tion of domestic services in buldings. 
The Report states :— 

After consideration of the present 
practice and suggested improvements in 
respect of buildings erected or maintained 
by the Council we have arrived at the 
following general conclusions with regard 
to the various classes of buildings indi- 
cated below, each of which has a charac- 
teristic unit of planning requiring a 
specific approach to the arrangement of 
the plan and the services— 

(i) Public buildings and offices.—The 
running of all pipes internally, including 
rain-water pipes and mechanical ventilat- 
ing trunks, is the most advantageous 
from the point of view of maintenance, 
providing as it does efficient protection 
against damage by frost, with maximum 
accessibility to all services under the best 
working conditions. 

Ventilation not dependent on mechani- 
cal means has its advantages and intake 
of air through windows may meet preju- 
dices in this respect. 

(ii) Hospitals, mental hospitals and 
social welfare institutions.—In ward 
blocks the largest concentration of sani- 
tary fittings occurs in the sink-rooms, and 
the planning of these rooms vertically one 
above another would offer ideal conditions 
for prefabricated plumbing leading to 
both economy and efficiency, The forma- 
tion of a vertical duct alongside these 
rooms would facilitate such an arrange- 
ment, considerably improve the internal 
appearance of the sink-rooms, and sim- 
plify an extremely complicated and costly 
set of plumbing. Apart from this the 
distribution of sanitary fittings and 
mechanical apparatus is dictated by 
medical requirements, and hospital needs 
must be the deciding factor, Close co- 
operation between the departments con- 
cerned should lead to simplification of 
the problem, 

(iii) Schools and technical institutes.— 
Utility service requirements in schools 
are relatively simple and straightforward, 
and there appears to be no need for a 
major revision of present-day practice, 
except that it should be an axiom of 
planning that sanitary conveniences should 
form part of the main buildings and not 
be situated separately some distance 
therefrom. 

Concealed pipes might need less paint- 
ing and wall surfaces could in consequence 
be more easily kept clean, while fuel 
economy would result if heating and hot- 
water circulations were lagged and en- 
closed in ducts or casing. 

(iv) Block dwellings.—Soil and waste 
pipes should be placed inside the external 
walls where possible and should be run 
in ducts; to facilitate maintenance, clear- 
ing pipes should be placed at all bends 
and junctions in readily accessible posi- 
tions. These arrangements would ‘be sim- 
plified by the adoption of the one-pipe 
drainage system. Rising mains in stair- 
cases and pipe-runs in the roofs and to 
water-waste preventers should be lagged. 

(v) Houses.—The centralisation of 
plumbing within a small internal duct 
would be an undoubted advancement to- 
wards proper protection of water pipes 
and waste pipes applicable to all site 
aspects without variation, thus leading 
naturally to standardisation, the one-pipe 
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drainage system and the prefabrication of 
plumbing components. ‘The adoption of 
the precautions detailed and described in 
the bulletin relating to the protection of 
pipes issued by the Lead Industries De- 
velopment Council would greatly assist in 
securing immunity from frost. 

As a result of their consideration of 
the matter the Education Committee have 
agreed that, as far as practicable, in all 
new school buildings children’s conveni- 
ences should be incorporated in the main 
buildings, heating and hot-water circula- 
tions, etc., should be concealed in ducts 
or casing, and electrical conduits should 
also be concealed. As regards the Coun- 
cil’s dwellings, the Housing and Public 
Health Committee propose that pipe-runs 
in roof spaces, rising mains in staircases, 
and pipe-runs to water-waste preventers 
in new block buildings, should be lagged, 
that in new houses pipe-runs should be 
rearranged, and storage cisterns and pipe- 
runs in roof spaces protected, and that 
consideration should be given to the 
question of adopting the one-pipe drain- 
age system in connection with new type 

Jans for block dwellings and houses now 
in course of preparation. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 


BUILDERS 


PRESENTATION TO MR. GEOFFREY 
SWAYNE, M.1.0.B. 

Ar a pleasant interlude ,in the business 
of the half-yearly meeting of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, held at the Connaught Rooms 
on June 14, Mr. Geoffrey O. Swayne (im- 
mediate Past President) and Mrs. Swayne 
were presented with a nest of tables as 
a token of appreciation of his work as 
President in 1944-45. Mr. W. H. Mussell- 
white, M.I.0.B. (President), in making 
the gift, said that Mr. Swayne had shown 
outstanding ability and distinction in the 
work. The Federation had been served 
well by its Presidents in the past, and in 
Mr. Swayne it had had a president second 
to none, whose work was recognised not 
only by the Southern Counties but by 
the National Federation, which had put 
him on three of its committees. In spite 
of that his interest in the Southern Coun- 
ties’ affairs continued unabated. 

Mr. Swayne, in returning thanks for 
the gift, paid a tribute to the work of 
his fellow-officers, and to Mr. S. R. 
Gerdes, the Secretary, and his staff. He 
was, perhaps excusably, proud that he 
was a member of a small firm, and the 
fact that he had become President showed 
that the Federation represented the 
smaller builder. In his year of office he 
had noted three things :— 

(a) That Federation promoted local good 
will and fellowship ; 

(b) That members must not expect that 
by belonging to a Federation they could 
transfer to other shoulders all risks and 
difficulties; a Federation could only fight 
for better general conditions; and 

(c) That a Federation was worth to a 
member only what that member put into 
it. For that reason he asked all mem- 
bers, particularly new ones, to come along 
and take their part in the Federation’s 
work. 

A Correction. 

WE regret that a misspelling occurred in 
the reference, in our last issue, to the 
appointment of a new borough engineer at 
Bridlington (Yorks). The name should 
have been given as Mr. L. Clarke-Davis. 


THE BUILDER 


RE-STARTING PRIVATE 


BUILDING 


GOVERNMENT DECISION WELCOMED 
BY NATIONAL FEDERATION. 


THE announcement by the Minister of 
Health last week that the private builder 
is to be treated in the same way as local 
authorities and to be allowed to begin the 
building of houses at once on the sites 
which he has already developed was wel- 
comed by the President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
Mr. G. W. Buchanan, in a speech ft the 
Liverpool Federation in Liverpool on 
June 4. 

‘* We begin the housing war, the war for 
the rebuilding of Britain,’ said Mr. 
Buchanan, ‘‘ with good prospects. Our 
relations with the operatives are excellent ; 
we have done the job before, we can do 
it again and do it this time better and 
more quickly.” 

Mr. Buchanan revealed that the 
National Federation agreed to accept the 
new £10 repair limit, which comes into 
operation on August 1, before it was 
announced by the Government. 

‘‘The only reason why we agreed to 
co-operate with the Government in work- 
ing the new licensing scheme,’’ he said, 
‘‘is that war-damaged houses must be 
repaired ; factories, schools, hospitals and 
churches must be rebuilt; arrears of main- 
tenance work must be overtaken, and, 
above all, we must have quickly a large 
number of new houses. 

‘* It has been suggested in some quarters 
that the new scheme is one which will put 
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many small buildings out of work, and 
which is weighted in favour of the big 
builder. I do not agree. The National 
Federation discussed this question very 
fully with Mr. Duncan Sandys. He was 
fully alive to all the dangers, and I can 
assure you that throughout the discussions 
we had the interests of the small builders 
very much in mind. 

*‘'We were faced at one time with the 
proposal to extend the present £10 limit 
to the rest of the country. We should 
have liked to see a limit of not lower than 
£20 or one-fifth of the rateable value, but 
I suggest that the present scheme is much 
rd what we wanted than the original 


“‘Some critics think that few or no 
licences will be given. They are wrong. 
The local authority’s job—and if they do 
not do it properly it is for the Minister of 
Works whose agents they are to put them 
right—is to issue sufficient licences to 
ensure that every builder and his workers 
have enough work.” 

The licensing scheme had one object 
only—to ensure that some builders and 
their labour would be available to build 
new houses and would not all be engaged 
on other work. They did not feel that 
they could oppose such a scheme and take 
the risk of holding up new housing. 

“‘ This is an age of mechanisation,’’ said 
Mr. Buchanan. ‘‘ We must all make use 
of mechanical aids. On this I would 
advise our inventor and manufacturing 
friends to realise that thousands and thou- 
sands of our houses will be built on many 
sites in a large number of small towns and 
villages; that they will be built by the 
small builder, and that they should there- 
fore turn out mechanical aids for the small 
builder as well as the big contractor.” 


SMALL HOUSE EQUIPMENT 


M.O.W. DOMESTIC USERS PANEL. 

Mr. Duncan Sanpdys, Minister of 
Works, has appointed a Domestic Users 
Panel to advise. him on matters relating 
to fitments, components and other inter- 
nal arrangements in small houses from the 
standpoint of domestic convenience. 

The panel, which will sit in London, 
held its first meeting on Thursday, 
June 14. 

The members of the Panel, who were 
nominated by the bodies they represent, 
are as follows :— 

Chairman: The Dowager Marchioness 
of Reading, G.B.E. 

Members: Society of Women Housing 
Managers, Miss E. Bedwell. 

Central Housing Advisory Committee 
(Ministry of Health), Sir Harold Bellman, 

Women’s Advisory Housing Council, 
Mrs, Darcy Braddell. 

Nationa] Federation of Women’s In- 
stitutes, Lady Brunnen. 

British Legion—Women’s Section, Coun- 
cillor Mrs. KE. Chamberlain, J.P. 

National Union of Domestic Workers, 
Miss L, Gentle. 

Central Housing Advisory Committee 
aed of Health), Mrs, E. Gooch, J.P., 

Sof . 

R.1.B.A., G. Grey Wornum, F.R.1.B.A. 
Women’s Co-operative Guild, Mrs. &. 


Lloyd. 

The Department of Health for Scotland, 
Miss D. H. Melvin, 0.B.E. 

National Institute of Industrial Psych- 
ology, Mrs. Winifred Raphael. 

Technical Secretary: C. R. Fowkes, 
AE A., AM Tr t., AEDS. 
Administrative Secretary: 

Burton. 


L W. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Advance Notification for Factory Building. 


The Distribution of Industry Act, 1945, 
came into operation on June 15. The 
Board of Trade wish to call attention to 
Section 9 of the Act, which comes into 
force immediately. With certain excep- 
tions, it requires persons who are con- 
templating the erection of a factory to in- 
form the Board of Trade of their inten- 
tions at least 60 days before they let con- 
tracts for the erection of the building or 
begin building operations. No notifica- 
tion is necessary if the proposed build- 


ing :— 

(1) Will have an aggregate floor space 
of 10,000 sq. ft. or less; or 

(2) is required as an extension of an 
existing industrial undertaking, and is 
contiguous or adjacent to another indus- 
trial building, used by the undertaking 
and erected before June 15, 1945, or in 
respect of which notification under the 
Act has been given; or 

(3) replaces another such industrial 
building used by the same undertaking, 
and is to be erected on the same site or on 
a contiguous or adjacent site. 

The object of this notification require- 
ment is to enable the Board of Trade to 
place at the disposal of industrialists all 
available information concerning sites, 
power, labour, transport, housing, ameni- 
ties and similar matters, and to discuss 
with them where, in their own and the 
national interest, they should consider 
siting their proposed building. Indus- 
trialists should, therefore, approach the 
Board of Trade at as early a date in their 
planning as possible. Notification should 
be sent in writing to the Factory Controller 
(Location), Board of Trade, Millbank, 
London, 8.W.1, and should, where pos- 
sible, include information about the pro- 
posed situation of the building, the use 
for which it is required, the estimated 
floor space and the number of men and 
of women who are likely to be employed. 

On the expiry of 60 days from the date 
of notification, or earlier if the Board of 
Trade agree, the industrialist may pro- 
ceed, but the fact of notification under 
the Distribution of Industry Act does not 
dispense with the obligation to secure a 
building licence before building may be 
begun. Nor does notification to the Board 
of Trade dispense with the need to secure 
the approval ef the local planning 
authority. Where a person was on June 
15 in possession of a building licence, the 
Board of Trade will regard the applica- 
tion for the licence which was made by 
that person as a notification under Section 
9 of the Act on which permission to pro- 
ceed has been given. Other persons 
should make notification now, but if any 
person receives a building licence on or 
before August 14, and the statutory period 
of 60 days has not expired, the licence 
may be regarded as permission to proceed. 

Copies of the Act may be obtained 
through any bookseller or newsagent or 
direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kings- 
way, London, W.C.2. 


Veneer Prices. 

The Minister of Supply has made the 
Control of Timber (No. 37) (Veneer 
Prices) Order, 1945, which came into force 
on June 11. The Order constitutes an 
addition to the series of Control of Timber 
Orders regulating the prices of all de- 
scriptions of timber pol plywood, which 
came into force on September 4, 1944. 
Copies may be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
W.C.2, or through any bookseller, price 
1d. (S.R. and O. 1945, No. 640). 


Finnish Softwood Purchases. 

The Timber and Pulp Mission which 
visited Finland early this year made pro 
visional agreements with the respective 
Finnish Trade Associations concerned for 
the purchase of substantial quantities of 
softwood, plywood, pitprops and wood- 
pulp. The agreements were subject to 
ratification by the Finnish Government, 
The Finnish Government have now rati- 
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‘*THE BUILDER.”’ 
PRICES AND WAGES 

Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ** Prices Current of Materials ”’ 
will be given in the first issue of each 
month only. Current changes will be 
given weekly as they occur. Rates of 
wages normally appear each week. 


This week RED LEaD drops by 2s. per cwt. and 
LEAD in various forms by amounts varying from 
10s. to £5 15s. per ton. 











fied these agreements. For their part, 
H.M. Government have undertaken to 
make available certain Finnish require- 
ments from this country. A Finnish 
Mission is expected to arrive shortly to 
discuss details of the arrangements. This 
should not be taken to mean that com- 
mercial trade in general with Finland is 
again possible since ali trade with Fin- 
land is still subject to Trading with the 
Enemy legislation. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


EDINBURGH.—Housing Committee has in- 
vited Orlit, Ltd., to send firm tenders for 410 
prefabricated permanent houses. 

FIRTH.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect 40 houses 
—_ plans by William Watt, Albert-st., Mother- 
well. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submissign of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
JUNE 27. 
Uttoxeter R.D.—12 houses at Rocester. 
Ingham, S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 
JUNE 29. 


Bridlington R.D.C.—Erection of 3 houses at 
Flamborough on lump-sum basis. C. F. John- 
son, Council Offices, Westgate, gage 

Manchester T.C.—Piggeries, etc., ighfield 
Farm, Lévenshulme. City A., Town Hall. Dep. 
Wi is. 

Scarborough T.C.—Rebuilding of 8 houses and 
flats. H. V. Overfield, B.E., Town Hall. 


C. E. 








THE 


CRAFTCAST 


SYSTEM OF 
PERMANENT 
HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
s 


Enquiries are invited 
for the erection of 
houses by this system 
or for the purchase 
of shuttering and 
equipment. 
e@ 
CRAFTCAST LIMITED 


Specialists in Concrete 
24, Palace Chambers, S.W.1 
Tel.: ABBey 4645 
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JUNE 30. 

+Rotherham C.B.—Construction of 100 houses 
at East Herringthorpe T.C. Dep. £3 3s. 

Ware U.D.C.—Erection of 2 permanent ex- 
perimental houses (1 pair brick construction 
and 1 pair ‘ Fidler” construction). W. J. 
Davis, A.MJ.C.E., The Priory, Ware, Herts. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 2. J 

Cowes U.D.C.—8 houses on Mill Hill estate. 
sae §., Northwood House, Cowes. Dep. 

1 1s. 

Cranbrook R.D.C.—Erection of 22 houses on 
various sites. P. G. Banfield, C., Council Offices, 
Hill House, Cranbrook, Kent. 

Norwich T.C.—34 houses, Dereham-rd.; 14 
houses, Mile Cross-rd.; and 38 houses, South- 
well-rd. and Trafalgar-st. City A.’s Offige, City 
Hall. Dep. £1. : 

Prestonpans T.C.—Erection of 18 houses and 3 
shops at Ayres Wynd. R. and A. K. Smith, 
Chartered Quantity Surveyors, 4, Forres-st., 
Edinburgh, 3. 

Walsall C.B.—Erection of 105 houses at Coal- 
pool site. M. E. Habershon, B.E. and §., Coun- 
cil House. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 4. 

Birkenhead T.C.—Erection of 31 houses (pre- 

war construction) on various sites. B.S. Dep. 


2s. 
JULY 7. 

*tisle of Ely C.C.—Erection of 21-bay standard 
hut to form dining-room and kitchen, vegetable 
store, dry store, boiler house, larder and _lava- 
tory accommodation at Town Schools, Little- 


port. R. D. Robson (A.), County A., County 
=r March, Cambs. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
uly 23. 


JULY 9. 

West Bromwich C.B.—Erection of 48 houses 
on Harvills Hawthorn estate. J. G. Jefferson, 
B.E. and S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. | 

Worcester T.C.—Repair and redecoration of 
certain buildings at Municipal Homes, Tallow 
Hill. City E., 22, B Dep. £2 2s. 

J 


ridge-st. 
U \. 

Kensington B.C.—(a) Completion of 43 flats 
and welfare centre, Bramley-rd., and (b) rein- 
statement of 30 flats, West Wing, Nottingwood 
House. E. and 8., Town Hall, W.8. Dep. 
£2 2s. each scheme. 

JULY 14. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—Com- 
pletion of 28 houses in Hereford-rd. B.E. and 
8., 14, Frederick-pl.. Weymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 

U 


JULY 23. 
Radcliffe T.C.—Erection of 22 houses at 


Bolton-rd. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


JUNE 28. 
Bristol T.C.—Painting, etc., of Schools. G. H. 
Sylvester, Ed. Officer, 2, Cecil-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 
Luton T.C.—Renovations and decorating at 
various schools. .E 


JUNE 30. F 
Doncaster Royal Infirmary.—Outside paint- 
ing. R. Lancaster, Sec.-Supt. 


JULY 2. ; 
e megs T.C.—Repainting Union Bridge. 
ity E. 

Salford Royal Technical College.—Internal 
painting and decorating. Principal, Peel Park. 
JULY 9. 

Worthing T.C.—Painting various schools. 
P. E. Harvey, School Architect, Town Hall. 

Worcester T.C.—Internal redecoration and 
repairs at Municipal Homes, Tallow Hill. City 
E. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
JUNE 27. He 

Pertsmouth T.C.—760 yds. of roadway and 
700 yds. of sewers with site work for 10 
bungalows. J. Parkin, M.Inst.C.E., C.E., Muni- 
cipal Offices, Southsea. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 28. 

Blackpool C.B.—Roads and sewers at Grange 
Park estate. Acting B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 

Bury St. Edmunds T.C.—Housing site ee 
tions, Mildenhall-rd. N. C. Goldsmith, M.B.E.. 
Borough Offices. Dep. £2 2s 

JUNE 30. — 

Glossop T.C.—Site preparation for 50 tem- 

orary houses. Geo. Faulds, B.S., Municipal 

uildings. 


Petersfield U.D.—Supply . and laying of 
577 yds. spun-iron pipes and laying only of 
further 416 yds. H. Longbottom, F.S8.I., E. and 
S., Town Hall. 


Tynemouth C.B.—Construction of roads and 
B.S., 19/20, Howard-st., North Shields. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Walton and Weybridge U.D.—Sewers and road 
works on 3 housing sites. E. and §., Counci! 
Offices, Walton-on-Thames. 

JULY 2 


Wallsend B.C.—Roads and sewers on two 

sites. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 4, 

Runcorn U.D.C.—Roads and sewers on 2 
sites. E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. : 

Worksop R.D.—Construction of sludge-drying 
beds, Harworth. Silcock and Simpson, con- 
sultants, 10, Park-row, Leeds. Dep. £5. 
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JULY 5. 
Nantwich R.D.C.—Laying water mains on 
various sites. E., 21, ie dn 
Ju 


A 
Louth R.D.C.—Laying approx. 500 lin. yds. 
3-in. main, main specials and fittings at Bin- 
brook. Sanitary Inspector, Cannon-st., Louth, 
Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 


Leominster T.C.—Roads and sewers on two 
sites. B.S. Dep. £2. 

Tenby T.C.—Roads and sewers for 50 tem- 
porary bungalows at Heywood-la. B.S. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
JULY 10. 

Felling U.D.C.—Preparation of 4 sites for 24 
temporary bungalows. C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Maidenhead T.C.—Roads and _ sewers at 
Pinkneys-rd. C. T. Read, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Tottenham T.C.—Trial bore and smareiens 
for Stonebridge Brook tiger 
and M. Watson, MM.Inst.C.E., 3, Old Queen- st., 
S.W.1. Dep. £2 28. ow tas a 22). 


Alton U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. G. H. 
Webb, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Roads and sewers on 
three sites. E. B. Parkinson, Montagu House, 
Huntingden. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 13. 

Ruthin T.C.—Roads and sewers at Berthyn. 

F. A. Roberts, Earl-chrs., Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 14. 
Leyland U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., 
Broadfield housing estate. E. and §. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


JULY 16. p 
*Isle of Ely C.C.—Site works at Doddington 
School. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. These 
marked have been advertised in previous 
issues. 

JUNE 27. ‘ 

*Nottingham T.C.—Assistant Architect. 

JUNE 30. 

*Angiesey E.C.— Architectural 
Assistants. 

“Dudley C.B.—Borough Architect. : 

East Glamorgan J.P.C.—Assistant Planning 
Officer (£425) and Grade 2 Assistant (£225), 
both plus war benus. B. M. Murphy, Clerk, 
Towa Hall, Mountain Ash. 

*Glasgow T.C.—Labour Supply and Welfare 
Officer. 

tHerefordshire C.C.—(a) 1 Assistant Archi- 
tect, Grade T.1; (b) 4 Senior Architectural 
Assistants, Grade T.2; (c) 6 Architectural 
Assistants, Grade T.3; ‘ 2 Architectural 
Assistants, Grade 17.4; (e) 2 Architectural 
Assistants, Grade T T.5; () 1 Assistant Quantit 
Surveyor, Grade T.2 j (@) 1 Quantity Surveyor’s 
Assistant, Grade T.3; (h) 1 Assistant Building 
Surveyor, Grade T.3; (i) 1 Assistant Building 
Surveyor, Grade T 4. 

tMontgomery C.C.—Architectural 
(male or female). 

tNorthants C.C.—Planning Assistant. 

tOverseas Employment.—Assistant Architect 
for Government of Aden. 

*Walsall C.B.—2 2 Assistants. 


*Brierley Hill U.D.C.—(a) Architectural 
Assistant; (b) Junior Assistant (Draughtsman), 
male or female. 

*Gedalming T.C. — Architectural Assistant ; 
(b) Engineering Assistant. 

*Somerset C.C.—Building Surveyor. 

*Walsingham R.D.C.—Technical Assistant. 

*Wimbledon B.C. — Temporary Technical 


Assistant. 
JULY 4, 
*Wallasey C.B.—(a) Engineering Assistant, 
(b) two Assistant. Architects. 


Temporary 
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Assistant 


JULY 6. 
*Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Architectural Assistant. 
+Plymouth T.C.—(a) (Senior Assistant 
(Hospitals Section) Architect; (b) Senior 
Assistant Architect (Housing ‘Section); (c) 
Assistant Architect. 
JULY 7. 
“Carmarthenshire C€.C.—Two Architectural 
Assistants. 
tCounty of Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven).—Two 
Architectural Assistants. 
“East Sussex C.C.—Principal Master at Bex- 
hill Junior Technical School of Building. 
*East Sussex C.C.—Principal Master at Lewes 
Junior Technical School of Building. 
*Leeds T.C.—Full-time Teacher in Brickwork, 
Leeds College of Technology. 
JULY 9. 
"Hastings C.B.—3 Architectural Assistants. 
*Oxford E.C.—Full-time Teacher of Building 
Subjects. 
, *Preston, Harris Institute—Head of Building 
Jept. 


JULY 10. 
*Staffs E.C.—Architectural Assistants. 


JULY 11. 
*Norwich E.C.—Head of Building Dept. 


THE BUILDER 


JULY 12. 
*Leeds T.C.—Planning Assistant. 

JULY 13, 
+Middx, C.C.—County Architect. 

JULY 23. | 
tNorth Riding C.C.—Assistant 


Planning 
fficer. 
JULY 31. 
*St. Thomas’ Hospital.—Assistant Clerk of 
Works. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 
+ Middleton T. a ae Manager. 


DAT 
+Barking T.C.—Assistant Architect. 
*Darlington Technical College.—Full-time 
Teacher of Building Subjects. 
t+Frimley and Camberley.—C.o.W. 
tUniversity of Reading.—Clerk of Works. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Bangor, North Wales. — T.C. received 
approval of Welsh Board of Health to proposed 
50 bungalows at Maesgeirchen. 

Belfast.—Northern Ireland Housing Trust to 
erect 940 houses at Gregagh. T. F. O. Ripping- ° 
ham (A.), is chief architect. 

Belford.—R.D.C. to erect 58 houses at Sea- 
houses, Belford, Beadnell and Bamburgh. 

_Bilston.—E.C. propose canteen kitchens and 
dining-rooms at  Bridge-st. and Stonefield 
schools. 

Birkenhead.—T.C. appointed L. Barnish (F.), 
14, Fair View-rd., Oxton, as architect for addi- 
tional accommodation for staff at Municipal 
Hospital, Derby-rd.—T.C. propose reinstate- 
ment of Wards H3 and H5 at Municipal 
Hospital.—T.C. approved office building at 
Duke-st., for Park Station Garage Co., 59-61, 
Ar gyle-st. 

Gneltonham.—Rainger & Rogers (FF.), 29 
Rodney-rd., are architects for 10 houses at 
Shurdington and 10 houses at Winchcomb, for 

) 


Co. Antrim.—Courtaulds, Ltd., propose factory 
buildings at Carrickfergus. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose erection of four large 
peclabvicaied buildings as Junior Technical 
school on portion of The Butts recreation 
ground. 

Derby T.C.—13 police houses proposed. 

Garstang.—Lancashire E.C. propose senior 
school at Levens Lodge 

Golborne.—U.D.C. approv ed 40 houses off Hey- 
wood-av. 

Haltwhistle.—R.D. 
permanent houses. W. 
Offices, 

Hampstead.— —Provisional plans made to re- 
build Marie Curie Hospital, Fitzjohn’s-av., at 
£250,000. 


to prepare site work for 
W. F. Stuker, Council 


Islington.—B. C. to develop sites at Essex-rd. 
and Carlsbad-st., by 144 flats and 246 flats, Mg 


spectively. st total cost of £757,152. Mr. 
Monson, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. Oswald Parratt, 
F.S.L, have — appointed architect and 


quantity surveyor, respectively. 
Kensington.—B.C. to develop Becher-st. area 
by houses and flats, at a including land 
charges. J. Nowell Parr (F.), to convert Mos- 
cow Mansions. Cromwell- rd., for homeless 
families, for B.C.; cost estimated at £4,632. 














The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 
MOTOR 


Etc. ETc. 


Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, £.C.2 
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Leek.—U.D.C. have prepared plans for public 
swimming-baths. 

Leicestershire.—C.C. propose extensions and 
alterations at Mental Institution, at £40. 

Liverpool 1.C.—Factories ‘proposed “by 
McCartney & Green, Ltd., at Speke, and Beaver 
— Co., Ltd., at Fazakerley, on Corporation 

n 

Manchester.—T.C. epproved additions to 
works at Blackley, for ; additions to 
oe for Ashton Bros. & oe  Ltd., Hyde, 

es. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Works canteen, 
Fitzgeorge-st., Collyhurst, for Telson Electric 
Co., Ltd.; dining- -rooms at Shirley Institute, 
Kingston- rd., Didsbury, for British Cotton Re- 
search Association. Dixon, Hill (F.), archi- 
tects, 52, Union-st., Oldham. 

Manehester.—T.C. propose adaptation of 
Rusholme Congregational Chapel for Social 
Centre; alterations at Withington Hospital for 
additional accommodation; erection of clinic 
for Mass Radiography Centre at Ducie-st. and 
Oxford-rd., Chorlton-upon-Medlock, at £11,000. 

Netherton.—North-Eastern Housing Associa- 
tion, Ltd., Metrovick House, Northumberland- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose 50 houses. 
Plans by L. J. Couves & _ (A.), Carlio} 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne 1 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. approved exten- 
a at P.H.B. canteen, Wolstanton Colliery, 
for Miners’ Welfare Commission, Ashley Court, 
Ashtead, Surrey. 

Oldham T.C.—40 permanent houses planned 
by B.E. (Mr. Hobson) and approved by Hous- 
ing Committee. 

Pickering.—U.D.C. received approval of M.H. 
to erection of 12 two-bedroomed and 34 three- 
bedroomed type houses. 

Pwitheli—U.D.C. propose 25 bungalows at 
Wembley Park. 

Retford T.C.—22 permanent houses approved. 


Rowley Regis.—T.C. propose joint scheme 
with Dudley Corporation for provision of 
Maternity hospital. 

Salford T.C.—M.O.H. sanction 110 flats, 
Ordsall-la. 

Salford.—E.C. propose school canteens at 
Irwell-st. 


Salford.—T.C. approved: Extensions to Lehr 
Building and offices, Duncan-st.; alteration to 
works at Bury New-rd., Broughton, for Man- 
chester Metal Works, Ltd.; additions for 
Prince’s Work Co.—T.C. to invite tenders for 
mg at Regent-rd. and Ordsall-la., Regent 

ridge 

_Mallasey.—E.©. propose kitchen at Vaughan- 

Walisend.—E.C. to erect kitchen at Western 
school. 

Warrington.—T.C. propose 23 bungalows at 
Capesthorne-rd. 

Warrington T.C.—J. Y Hughes, B.F. & §., has 
planned municipal offices in Sankey-st., at 

000. 


Weardale R.D.—J. J. Eltringham, 46, Der- 

went-st., Blackhill, Durham, is architect for 
housing’ scheme. . 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. applying for sanction to 
erect 50 permanent houses for Civil Servants, 
for Ministry of Social Security offices at New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Willesden. T.C.—B.E. to prepare plans for 
flats at Salusbury-rd. and Canterbury-ter. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

: Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 

Barrow.—For housing site — Ba Walney, 
for T.C.: tRainey Bros., Ltd., 

Birkenhead.—Conversion of Beco 3 and E4 
into Maternity Block at Municipal Hospital, 
for T.C. B. Robinson, B.E.: *Cotterill & Soper, 
Birkenhead, £1,589. 

Eccles.—Works for T.C. Tom Elce, B.E. Re- 
instatement of four houses at Westbourne- ~ 
and four bungalows at Grindle Green: *F. J 


Gibson (Builder), Ltd., Holwood, Holly- - 
Wilmslow, Ches, £2,281 "and £1,347 ; reinstate- 
ment of two houses at Calver-av.: *W. E. Platt, 


Withington, Manchester 20, £1,600 

Hampton.—Repair of Hampton ‘Waterworks, 
for M.W.B.: *William Moss & Sons, Ltd., £9,000. 

Lancashire.—Buildings: *Brown & Jackson, 
Elm-st., Fleetwood; buildings: *Tyson’s (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Dryden- st., Liverpool 3. 

Liverpool.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
Booker-av. school, for E.C._L. H. Keay (F.), 
City A., Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st. 2: *Henry 
Boot & Son, ULtd., Church-rd., Litherland, 
Liverpool 13. £2,837. 

{London (War Dept).—Works quatzecte placed 
by War Dept. for week ended June 9:— 

‘Stirlingshire: Miscellaneous work, Robert. 
Beatson & Son, Stirling. 

Cumberland: Steelwork, Braithwaite & Co. 
(Engrs.), Ltd., Great Bookham, Surrey; water 
pumping plant, — Filters & Engineering 
Ltd., London, S.W. 

Lancs: Tete work, W. Lionel Gray 
(1933), Ltd., Farnworth, Lancs. 
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Ches: Building work, L. Brown & Sons, Ltd,. 
Wilmslow, Cheshire. 

Leics: Miscellaneous work, A. Mason (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Mansfield, Notts. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


5,300 


are now members of the 








FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation In the Industry. 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.Op.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
24 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 








"Phone or write 
Secretary: 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Suffolk: Miscellaneous work, J. Youngs & 
Sons, Ltd., Norwich. 

Oxfordshire: Fencing work, Reed & Mallik, 
Ltd., Salisbury. 

Manchester. — Workshops, canteen and 
sanitary conveniences at Shirley _ Institute, 
Kingston-rd., Didsbury, for British Cotton Re- 
search Association. Dixon, Hill (F.), 52, Union- 
st., Oldham: *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Pendle- 
bury-rd., Swinton, Manchester. 

Market Drayton.—Advance preparation of 
housing site at Christ Church-la., Little Dray- 
ton, for U.D.C. J. Brian Cooper (F.), Cole- 
ridge-chbrs., 177, Corporation-st., Birmingham 4: 
*Thomas Ashley (Contractors), Ltd., Hartford, 
Northwich, £12,099 18s. 10d. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions to pathological 
block at Shotley Bridge Emergency Hospital, 
for City Council: *Robert Gallacher, Ltd., 
Blackhill, £597. 

Rotherham.—For site work for 140 permanent 
houses at Monksmoor site, Rawmarsh, for T.C. : 
*Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd. 

Stockport.—Works for T.C. W. F. Gardner, 
B.S. Erection of a kitchen for 500 meals at 
Stepping Hill Municipal Hospital, Mile End: 
*Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Kenyon- 
la., Moston, Manchester 20, £5,492. 

Sunderland.—Erection of three pairs of houses 
at Tunstall Park: *E. S. Westcott, Rudland- 
ter., Sunderland. 


Warrington.—Additions to warehouse at 
Rolleston-st., and garage to works: *William 
Winstanley & Co., Ltd., Park-pl., Warrington. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address. 

The British Doloment Co. (1938), Ltd., 
has moved to 147, Victoria-street. S.W.1. 
Telephone : Victoria 2734 and 2677. 


Return to London Offices. 

Messrs. Holliday and Greenwood, Ltd., 
have now vacated their temporary offices 
at 44, Overton-road, Sutton, Surrey, and 
returned to their registered offices at 11, 
Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1. 


Extra Holidays. 

All employees of ‘ Lorival’’ plastics, 
both works and staff, are to get an extra 
week’s holiday with pay in addition to 
their 1945 summer holiday. In making 
this announcement, the company, United 
Ehbonite and Lorival, Ltd., Little Lever, 
Bolton, conveyed to the workpeople their 
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appreciation of the contribution which all 
have made to the war effort. 


Mineral Wool Products, Ltd. 

A new company, called Mineral Wool 
Products, Ltd., has been formed for the 
production and sale of mineral wool in 
fabricated forms for insulating purposes. 
The whole of the capital is to be sub- 
xcribed by Messrs. F. McNeill and Co., 
Ltd., roofing contractors and -manufav- 
turers of building materials, including 
mineral wool, and Messrs. Frederick 
Jones and Co., Ltd., mineral wool manu- 
facturers. The building and equipment 
of the new works has received the 
approval of the Ministry of Works and 
the Board of Trade, and it is expected 
that the plant will be in operation within 
a few months. 








THE 
LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE 


NSURANCE Co 


INSURANCES ON 
BUILDINGS in course of ERECTION 


LOWEST RATES 


Head Offices: 
155, LEADENHALL ST., LONDON, E.C.2 
45, DALE STREET, LIVERPOOL 


Chief Administration: 
7, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 











HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s «-si-eunp” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Emergency Address: Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 
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Station Works. KiNG JAMES S1S.E./. (WAT5474.) 
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the number of 
dings res- 


tinues to grow. 





by us con- 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS | 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE : 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


Tel. ; CHAncery 7901-3 
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